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cor. . 


. brace, this diuiſion would vaniſh away, and in 


ehe Eugliſb Reader. | 
Hon haſt here deliuered to thee good Reader, 4 
litle tretiſe firſt vritiẽ in the Italian tonge & 
printed at 7 eniſe, after that tranſlated into the 
French lan gage and * at Lyons, and now 


tranſlated c printcd for thee to reade in the Eng- 
liſh tounoe. Enquire not of the Author, be is vn. 
xo wen, and to know him would do thee but litle 
good. Reade the books aenowtly,regard the mater 
of 1t attentyuely, it may do the much good in theis 
euill dayes. This may be counted among the grea 
teſt cuils with which this age is infefted,that thei 
which are called chriſiians are miſerably diuided 
about Chriſt. And yet in truth as the apoſtle ſaith 
ynts vs, ther is but one Cod, which is the father of 


whom are all things, and we in him,and our lord“ 


Teſws Chrift by who ave dl things, & we by him, p 


To diſcourſe on this diuiſion and the cauſe thereof 


would be to ſome pleaſmg,to ſome it would be diſe | 


leaſing. For what one truth can pleaſe myndes ſo 
diuerſly diuided * wold God it could pleaſe all to 


become one in that ane Chriſt whoſe name we al do 


carie.In this litle booke is that benefite which ce | 


mith by Chriff crucified tothe Chriſtians truly & 
comfortably handelea : which beneſite if all chri- 
ſtians did truly vnderſtand and faithfully em- 


Chriſt the chriſtias (bold become one. To this end 
reade this becke and much good in Chriſi may it 
als to all them which ao reade it. Amen. 
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* imprinting them in our rememberance, and 


forget the other ſo ſuddenly. Truly vve can- 
not deny, but that among ſo manie other im- 


T The Tranſlater ſendeth greetin g to 
all Chriſtians that are vnder 
Heauen. 


Cannot maruell ynough wherof it 
commeth that all of vs are more mo- 
ued by injuries than by benefyts: and 

that we take the one ſo much to hart; 


perfections vvherwith we are vnhappely de- 


| fyled,we haue allo take this, of the great cor- 


ruption and maymedneſſe of our earthly & 
tranſitorie humane nature, vvherin ther can- 


not be imagined any thing more vnconueni 


ent nor more hurtfull, than reprochefull vn- 
thankfulneſſe, vvhich a man myght ryghtly 

terme the welſpring of al vyces. For by it our 
minds are ſo drawen away & peruerted, that 
the more we be beſet rownd about and loden 


with the benefits of GO D our ſouerein Fa- 


ther, ſo much the more become we blookish 
and as it were diſtraught and out of our wits, 
ronning after our owne luſtes and vanities, 
where through (as though wee had drunke 
of the riuer Lethe;) we fouget our ſelues and 
miſpend our whole time,bwiſyin g our heads 


like litle children that go ſeeking of pinnes in 


A. ii. the 


To the Reader. 


the ſand,wherabout they are ſo wholly occu- 

yed,that although a man cal them,they here 
275 not, or at leaſtwiſe make as though they 
herd him not: frõ whence if we did now and 
the lift vp our eyes vnto heauẽ, & inforce our 
ſelues to remember the great benefits that we 
dayly receiue of his right fatherly goodneſſe 
and mercic:it were not to be dowted but we 
shold be more inclined to loue him & to obei 
his holy will, than we be:wheras(which worſe 
is) wre be not only careles to yeald dew thãkes 
vnto him, but alſo at all times ceaſe not to of- 
fende him: ſo deepely is the vyce of vnthãk- 
fulnes rooted in vs. Ryghtly may he be bla- 
med for vnt1ankfulneile, which acknowled- 

geth not the good that hath bin done to him, 
at leaſtwyſe by ſaying gramercie: Vnthank- 
full is he that forgetteth it:but toto vnthik- 
full is he that rẽdereth cuil for good: V Vher- 
fore we ci find no lawfull excuſe, bicauſe that 
which waye ſoeuer we turne our ſelues, the 
bountifulnelle of this great GOD shyneth 
throughout vppõ vs. Let vs a little ſturre vp 
our wits,and let vs looke about vs as farre and 
wyde as this howge frame of the worlde may 
extcnde, fo deuynely {et togither, and garni- 
shed with fo great diuerſitie of goodly crea- 
tures, ſo well compaſſed, and in ſuch an order 
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To the Reader, 


fo vyyſely compacted, that there is nothing 
ſuperfluouſe, nothing vnprofitable, nothing 


vherof ther may not be rẽdred a raſon. This 


howge Sonne the fountayne of all lyght and 
heate, and the cauſe of all earthly generacion: 
the Moone which marketh vs out the yeeres 
the monethes and the ſeaſons: the Sky ſo 
trimly azured and richely ſette with gliſte- 
ring ſtarres: this —_— Sea which beateth vp 
on al ſydes of the earth, the weyght wherof is 
born vppon his own round counterpeis: the 

reat nomber of liuing creatures that are vp- 
pon it, whercof ſome flye in the ayre, euery- 
where diſperſed and otherſome dwell in the 


| holow caues of it, which nature hath fashio- 


ned of ſet purpoſe for them: vvhat shal I ſay 
more@?So many high moũtaines within whoſe 
veynes are found innumerable treſures: And 
others, from whece iſlew many a fayre ſpring 


ſpowting out their thinne and cleere water. 


O 
And otherſome wheroutof doo gush violent 


ſtreams and pleſat rivers, nourishing infinite 
nombers and kindes of fishes: So many trees 
and plants yelding moſt delicate fruites and 
ſweete ſauours: Such ſtore of medicinable 
her bes and rootes: So many plaines and val- 
lyes, moſt fruitfull: Such ſtore of medowes 
beawtifycd with their louely flowers: And to 

| A. iij. be 


Iob.12. 


for any change in thee,except it be from euil 


To the Reader. 


be short, the ful howgeneſlc of the whole, tho 
power of the Elemẽts, and the natural beau - 
tie of the creatures: what are they elſe but the 
vtteraunce and open shewing of gods loue & 
great liberality towards vs: of which eche one 
in his kinde giueth glory to the Lorde? yea, 
aſke cuen the beaſts, and they will informe 
thee: demaund of the fowles of the aire, and 


they wil tell thee: or elſe ſpeake to the earth, 


and she will report vnto thee: and to the fiſ- 
shes of the Sea, and they wil anſwer thee: The 
Lord ſpake the word,and we were made : he 
commaunded,and we were created, For in his 
hand is the life of euery liuing thing, Aud by 
him haue al of vs our being, mouing, & con- 

tinewance. Such is the ſpeech of all creaturs. 
Onely man,who is made after the image and 
likeneſſe of god, indewed with vnderſtãding, 
memorie, and reaſon , (chewing himſelfe in 
that bechalfe more vnhappie than the brute 
beaſts, ) paſſeth ouer theabundice of fo great 
benefyes with his eyes shet, betrampling and 
beraying them with his feete, as a ſwyne doth 
precious ſtones: In ſoinuch that after he hath 
once wholly buryed remembrance, ther inſu- 
eth ignorance & vtter blyndneſſe. O lamen- 
table ſtate of reaſonable man, who can hope 


to 
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To the Reader. 


to worſe, ſeing thou halt no knowledge at all 
of God, and that, all his benefits are deſpyſed 
| through thyne extreme vnthankfulneſſe in 
this behalfe? If fo many creatures wherwith 
this whole howge worlde is garnished to thy 
vſe: and (to touch thee yit more neerely) if 
the cunning compacting togither of thyne 
{ owne bode, which may well be called a little 
world, as wherin a man may behold the ſoue: 
rein wiſedom of the work maiſter: if thy ſoule 
wherin shineth the inuiſible image of of the 
euerlaſting God: if thyne owne lyfe : if the 
conſideration of ſo great abundance of good 
things whereof he giueth thee the vie euerx 


day, are not ſufficiẽt ynough to moue the af. 


fections of thy hart: at leaſtwiſe yit oughteſt 
| thou of reaſon to be inflamed and prouoked 
by the benefyte of all benefyts, and by that 
moſt precious gift which he hath made vnto 
thee of his owne propre and only Sonne, who 
is the very image of his ſubſtãce, & in whom 
dwelleth the whole fulneſſe of the Godhead, 
togither with all the treſures of wiſedom, & al 
knowledge: Vea & ſo much ought it to moue 
thee the more, bicaufe that witnout hauingre 
gard that thou wart his great enemie, he hath 
Hyd all thyne infirmities vpon his backe and 
made him to dye vpõ the croſſe for thy fake, 

a A. iiij. puni- 
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To the Reader. | 
punisbing thy ſinnes in him, for the which | 
thou thy ſelfe haddeſt deſerued eternall dam- 
natiõ. Go now thou vnthankful perſone,and 
deuiſe all the excuſes that thou wilt: and they 
Shall ſer ue thee to no purpoſe, but to accuſe 
thee and to giue ſentence againſte thy ſelfe. 
The wonderfull creation, order, and gouern- 
met of this howge world, can giue thee know 
ledge of his fatherly loue,wiſedome,and infi- | 
nite power,although not in all poynts to the | 
full. But in leſus Chriſt crucify ed, all tlie bo- 
wells of gods mercie are opened vnto thee at 
large and perfectly. There is no more any 

veyle that can hinder thee from the knowing 

of ſo great loue. Sceſt thou not how that at 

his deathe the veyle vvas rent aſunder in the 
myddes? And when he cry ed that all was fi- 
nished, & bowed down his holy head, he gauo 
a toks that peace was made betwene God and 
man. Let vs therfore henceforth kearne O my 
brethren to acknowledge the ſoucrein bene. 
fyte which we haue receiued by Iefus Chrifle 
crucifyed Let vs behold the perfectneſſe of 
his lyfe, and his moſt holy Doctrine. Let vs 
open our eyes at the vnmeaſurable bryght- 
neſſe of his euerlaſting truth, and let vs with. 
all our force folow the way wherein he hath 
gone afore vs. Let vs with a cheerful and glad 

| | nart 
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To the Reader. 


hart imbrace tlie croſſe which he hath ſet 2- 


fore vs: and diſcharging our shoulders from 
all burthens and al ſinne wherin we are wraps 
ped,let vs ronne with pacience to the combat 
that is appointed for vs, hauing an eye to the 
_— & accoplisher of faith Iefus Chriſt, 


vvho in ſtede of worldly glory ſuſteyned the 


eroſſe, and deſpyzed all the shame therof. Let 


vs 1 af the old man with all his vvretched 
| an 


comberſom dooinges and greuous bur- 
thens: and cloth our ſelues with the new man 
vvhoſe yoke is ſweete and burtlien lyght. Let 
vs by trewe fayth runne betweene the armes 
of his mercy, and pray him too voutſafe too 
lyghten vs, and too make vs capable of al hiz 
graces, and ſpecially of the great benefite that 
vve haue receiued of him by his croſſe. Con- 


cerning tlie which, foraſmuch as ther is ligh- 
| ted into my handes a little treatyze compiled 


in the Italian toung,wherin he is maruelouſſy 
vvell and liuely drawen vvith another maner 
of penſil than peinters vſe: I thought it good 
to puti it into French, to the end that my coũ- 
trymen alſo might talce profite by it, and re- 
ceyue lyke comfort as I haue receyued by it: 
And ſpecially the ſimple people and ſuch as 


haue no great depth of knowledge. For it fee- 
meth, that the Author (vvhoſoeuer he vvas) 


A. v. vvas 
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To the Reader. | ; 
vvas vvholy mynded to apply all things vn- 
too them, without ſeeking or affecting anye 
fineneſſe of ſpeech, or great darkneſle of ſen- 
tences. But euen as in Sõmertyme we ſee the 
Riuer Saon go gently to joyne himſelf vvith 
the Riuer of R hone,without doing anye do- 
mage to any bodye : euen fo goeth this man, 


ſlyding fo ſmothely into the boſome of hys 


deere ſpouſe Tefus Chryſt, without ſaying at 
any other thing : that ouermaliciouſe should 
he bee, which would.tooke awrye on him, or 
by any meanes let him of his courſe. 
And thus my brethren fare ye well in 
God, who inriche you with his 
gracioufe giftes from day 
to day. Amen. 


S 
8 


r 


un- 
nye 
en- 
the 
ithn 
o- 
m, 
at 
fe, 


ID 


| Of the beneſyt that chriſtians 
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receyue by Ieſus Chriſt crucifyed. 
7 be fyrft Chapter. 
Of Originall ſinne,and of mans 


— 


touching his Soule, rightu⸗ 
douſe, true, god, mercitull, and holie. But af- 


e ter that be being ouertome with deſpꝛe of 


knowledge,had eaten of the Apple that God 
had foꝛbidden himthe loft the ſayd image £ 


| UkeneNe of God, and became like the bꝛute 


beaſts, x like the diuel who had abuſcd him, 


| Foz as touching his Doule , he became vn- 


rightuous, vntrew, cruell, pitileſſe, and the 
enemie of God: and as touching his bodie, 
he became palſible and ſubiect to a thouſand 
inconuentences and diſeaſes : and not onely 
like, but alſo inferiour fo bꝛute beaſts. And 
euen as ik our foꝛefathers had obeyed God, 


they ſhould haue left vs their rightuouſenes 


and holines as an an heritage: euen ſo by being 
| viſobedienk 


— Ae holy Scripture ſaith, that Tee nate 
od created man after of can bes 
Ny his owne Image r likenelle, kor and at 
making him, as in reſpect of ter that hs 
bis bodie, impoſlible: and as dab med 


The benefite 


diſobedient vnto God, they haue left vs the 
inherifance of vnrightuonſeneſſe, wicked- 
nes, and gods diſpleaſure in ſuch ſoꝛt as it is 


vapoſſibie fo2 vs(th2oughour own ſtrength) 
to loue God,o2 to fr ame our ſelues vnto his 
holy will. Nay we be enemies vnto him, | 
as to one y muſt puniſh our ſinnes bycanſe | 


he is a iuſt iudge, and therfoꝛe tan we not a- 
ny moꝛe truſt wholty to his holy mertie. Zo 
be ſhoꝛt, our whole nature was coꝛrupted bi 
Adams ſin. And like as erſt it had ſuperioꝛi⸗ 
tie aboue all creatures, ſo became it an vn⸗ 
derling to all,p bõdſlaue of ſata, ſin, æ death, 


condemned to the miſeries sf hell, Alſo he 


loſt his iudgment altogither, ⁊ began to ſaye 
that god was euil, and euil god: eſfeming 
kalfe things to be trew, t trew things to bee 
Pſal. 114. falſe, Which thing the pꝛophet conſidering, 
Pfal. 14. ſaith:that all men are lyers,and that ther is 


not one that doth god, bicauſe the diuel like 


a ſtout man ot armes ruleth his own palace, 
that is to wit the woꝛld wherofhe became 
the pꝛince and Loꝛd. There is no tunge that 
tan expꝛeſſe the thouſandth part of our miſe⸗ 
rie, in that we being created by gods owne 
hand, haue loſt the ſaid image of god, and are 
become like the deuil, and to like to him in 
nature and condicion, willing n 

25 ol 


— - —— " . 


1 


e | | | 
q | percetue d excellencie ot him noꝛ how much 
r 
e 


of Chriſt es death. 


he willeth,e likewiſe refuzing whatfoener 
he miſlyketh. By reaſon wherof being giuẽ 
vp foz a p2ey to that wicked ſpirit, ther is no 
ſinne ſo greeuouſe, which euerp one of vs 
would not be redie to doe, if the grace of god 


ſtay vs not. And this dur depziuacid of righ- Oziginall 
tusuſenes, and this foꝛeward inclination to un. 


all vnrightuouſnes and naughtines, is cal⸗ 
led oꝛigiall ſinne:the which we bꝛing with 
vs from out ot our mothers womb, ſo as we 
be bozne the childꝛen of wzath, and it hath 
had his firſt ſpꝛing from our firſt fathers, & 
is the cauſe and fountaine of all the vpces t 
iniqnities that we commit: wherkrom if we 


| wilbe deliuered t returne again to our firſf 


innocencie, to recouer the image of god: firſt 
of all it ſtãdeth vs on hand to know our own 
wꝛetthednes. Fo2 like as no man will euer 


A verye 


ſceke to the Phiſicton, except he know him⸗ od com 


ſelfe to be diſeaſed: oꝛ acknowledge the ex⸗ pariton. 


cellencte ofthe Phiſicion and how much he 


is bownd vnto him, except he know his own 
diſeaſe to be peſtilent and deadly: euen ſono 
man acknowledacth Jeſus Chiſt the oncly 
Phiſicion of our ſoules, except he firſt know 
his own ſoule to be diſeaſed: neyther can he 


he is bound vnto him, except he firſt enter in 
to 


The benefite 


fo the knowledge of his owne oufrageonfe 


ſinnes, 4 cf the incurable infirmifie, which 
we haue receiued though y infection of our 
firit fathcrs, X 

The ſecond C hapter. 


9 Hovv the Lawe was giuen by God, to 


the end that we knowing our ſinne and | 
hauing not any hope of ability to make 


our ſelues righteouſe by our own works, 
Should haue recourſe to gods mercie, & 
vnto the ryghtuouſeneſſe of fayth. 


UR God therfo2e mynding of his in⸗ 


finite godneſſe t mercie to ſend his on 
ly Donne to ſette free 5̊ wꝛetched chil- 
dꝛen ol Adam: # knowing that firſt ot all it 


behoued him to make the vnderſtand their 


own miſerie:choſe Abraham, (in whoſe ſeꝛd 
he pꝛomiſed to blifſe al nacions,) ⁊ accepted 
his ofſpꝛing fo2 his peculiar people, vnto 
wh, (after their departure out df Aegypt 
deliuerante from the bondage of Pharao, ) he 
by the meanes of Moyſes, gaue the Lawe, 
which foꝛbiddeth all luſting, and tommaun⸗ 
deth vs to loue G O D with all our hart, 
with all our ſoule, and with al our fkrength, 

in 
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of Chriſtes death. 


in ſuch wiſe as our whole truſt berepoſed in 


him, e we redy to leaue our life foz his ſake, 


to ſuffer all toꝛments in our members, and 


to be bereft of all our gods, dignities, © ho⸗ 


| nours foꝛ the lone of our god:choſing fo dye, 


rather than to do any thing that may miſitke 
him, be it neuer ſo little:and doing al things 
in that behalfe with a merie hart, and with 
all fo2ewardnes and cherefulnes. Moꝛeouer 


the Lawe cõmaundeth vs to loue our neigh⸗ 


bour as our ſeife, mening, hy the Ncyebour, 
all maner of men as well krends as koes: E 
it willeth vs to do to euery man as we wold 
be dene vnto, and to lone other menns caces 


eas our owne, And ſo by loking in this hol ye 


Lawe as ina clere lokingglaſſe, man doth 
out of hand eſpye his own great impertectiõ 
E vnablenes toobey gods commaũdements, 
and to rẽder him the honour and lone which 
he ought to yeld to his maker. The firft of- 
fice of the Lawe then, is to make ſinne kno- 
wen, as ſainct Paule affirmeth. And in ano⸗ 
ther place he ſaith, J had not knowen what 
ſinne is, but by the Lawe. The ſecond office 
ofthe Lawe, is to make ſinne increace, foꝛ⸗ 


Whois = 


The fk . 


dewtie of 
the lawe. 
Rom. z. 
and 7. 


aſmuch as we being quyte gene from the o⸗ The tecond 


beying of God, and become bõdſlaues to the 


dinell, being fuil of wicked wozks and inoz- 


dinate 


office of the 
lane, 


The benefyte 


dinafe atkectiõs, cannot abyde that god ſhols 

foꝛbid vs to luſt, which increaſcth ſo much p 

moꝛe, as it is the moze p2ohibited:by reaſon 

wherof S. Paule ſayth, that ſinne was dead, 

but the Lawe came and rayſed it vp againe, 

and ſo it became out ot meaſure great. The 

The third third office of the Lawe, is to ſhew p wzath 

office of the and iudgment of God, who thꝛeatneth death 

laue. and euerlaſting puniſhment fo ſuch as kepe 

not the Lawe throughout in all points, Foz 

. the holy Scripfure ſaith, Curſed is he 5 per- 

* */* fozmeth not thꝛoughly al the things that are 

wꝛitten in the boke of the Lawe. And ther⸗ 
Cor. 3. foze ſainq Paule ſaith, ö the Law is a mini- 
2. Cor. 3. fterie and that it bꝛingeth fw2th wꝛath. The 

Lawe then hauing diſcouered ſinne and ins 

creaced it, and ſhewed foꝛth the wꝛath x in⸗ 

dignation of God who thzeatneth death, ex⸗ 

The — ecuteth his fourth office , which is to put a 

nne. man in feare,who there vppũ falleth into ſo⸗ 

b rowfulnes,+ would fayne ſatiſfie the Law: 
| but fozaſmuch as he ſeth clerely, that he is 
not able:he werethangry againſt God, and 

wold with all his hart that ther wer no god, 

bicauſe he feareth to be ſoze chaſtizede punt 

Rom. 4 ſhed by him, accoꝛding as ſainct Paule ſaith, 
that the wiſedome or the fleſh is the enemie 
of God, bicauſe it neyther is noꝛ can be _ a 


! 
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d | fect fo the Lawe of God. The fifth office of The fifth 
the Lawe; (which is the pzincipal ende and office of ty 


the moſt excellent and neceſſarie office of lw. 
it) is to conſtraine a man fo go vnfo Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, in ipke wyſe as the Hebrues being 
diſmaped, were conſtrained to appeale vnto 


Moyſes, ſaying: Let not the Lo2d ſpeake vn⸗Exod. 28 


fo vs, leaſt we dye, but ſpeake thou vnto vs x 
we will obey thee in al things. And the Loꝛd 
anſwered: verely they haue ſpoke exceding 
well. Yea they were not pꝛayſed fo2 'any o⸗ 
ther thing, than fo2 they? deſy2ing of a Pe 
diatoʒ betwirt GDD and them, which was 
Moy ſes, who repꝛeſented Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that 

"onld be the aduocate ? Mediatoꝛ betwene 
God and man, Jn reſpect whereof God ſapd 
vnto Moyſes, J will rapſe vp a Prophet a- 
mong they2 bꝛethꝛen like vnto the,x J will 
put my woꝛd in his mouth, ⁊ hc ſhall ſpeake 
vnto them all the thinges that J ſhall coins 
maund him, and J will puniſh all thoſe that 
wyll not obey iy woꝛd which he lhal ſpeaks 


The third d Chapter 
¶ How the forgiueneſſe of out ſinnes, our 
luſtification, & our faluation depend vp+ 


The benefyte 


VV Pen as cur God then had ſent the ſaid 
great P2ophet which he bad pzomiſed 
vs, (who is his onely ſonne, ) te the end that 


Coloſſ. 3 he ſhold ſet vs free frõ the curſe of the Law, 


Act. 4. 


Mat. ii. 


and recont vle vs vnto our God:that he ſhold 
make our will fit foz god woezk es, healing 
our free will, and repayꝛing in vs the foze- 
ſaid image of god which we had loft th2ough 
the fault of our firſt parentes: fo2af much as 
we knowe that vnder heauen there is nons 
other name giut vnto men wherby we may 
be ſaued, but the name of ãeſus Chꝛiſt: Let 
vs ronne vnto him With the feete of lpue⸗ 
ly fapth,+caſt our ſelues bett his armes, 
fith he allureth vs fo graciouſſi, crping:come 
vnto mee all vou that labour and are heauy 
loden, and J wyll refreſh you : What com⸗ 
foꝛt o2 what toy in this lyte can be comparas | 
ble to this his ſaying there, when as a man 
feling himſelfe opp2efſed with the intollera 
ble wayght or his ſinnes, vnderandeth ſo 
werte and amyable woꝛds of the Sonne of 
God, who pꝛomiſeth ſo graciouſly: ta refreſh 
t rid him ok his great pepns? But al the mat 
ter lyeth in acknowledging cur owne weak 
neſſe + miſerie in god earneſt. Foz he ſhall 
neuer knowe what is erte, who hathe not 
taſted of y £ ſowꝛe. a nd therloꝛe Zeſus Ch iſt 
.  ſayth: 


of Chriſtes death. 


| fayth:3f any man thirſt, let him come to me 
and dꝛink:as if he had ment fo ſay, if a man 


know not himſelfe to be a inner, noꝛ thirit 
alter rightuduſeneſle, he cannot taſte of the 
ſwetnelle of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, how ſ werte it is 
to talke ot᷑ him, to thinke of him, and to fol⸗ 
low his moſt holy lyfe. But when we once 
thꝛoughlye knowe our owne tnfirmifte by 
meancofthe tawe:: let vs herken fo ſainct 
John Baptiſt, who poynfeth vs to y fouerein 
Phiſicion with his fingar, ſaping: Beholde 
p Lamb of Gov which taketh away p finnes 
of the wozld, Foz he if is that deliuereth vs 
from the heauie yoke of the law, abzogating 
and diſanulling the turſes and ſharp thzeatz 
nings of the ſame: healing all our infirmts 
fies ; refo2ming our free will, returning vs 


to our auncient innocencie, and repapꝛinge 


in vs the image of our God: inſomuch that 


(acco2ding to ſaint Paules ſaying) lyke as 
by Adam we be all dead: ſo by Jeſus Chꝛiſt 


fozce than the ryghtuouſnes of Cheiſte, the 
which alſo we inherit by fayth . It ſemeth 
that mon hath great cauſe to complayn, that 


(without any reaſon why.) he is conceiued # 


B.ij. 


we are all quickened. And it is not to be bes. 
leued the ſinne of Adam, which we haus 
by inheritance from him, ſhould be of moze 


bozns 


John. 7. 


4 8. 


Gal. 3. 


lohn. 8. 
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boꝛne in ſinne, and in the wickedneſſe ofhis 
parents, by meanes of whom death reigneth 
oner all men. But now 1s all our ſozow ta⸗ 
ken awape, inaſmuch as by a lpke meane 
(without anpe octaſiõ given on our behalf, 
rightuouſencſſe t euerlaſting lyfe are tome 
by Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and by him death is ſlayne, 
whercof ſaind Paule maketha verie godly 
diſcourſc, which J purpoſe to ſet downe here 


folowing, Wherefoze(ſayth he) lyke as by 


one man ſinne entred into the woꝛld, and 
death by ſin:euen ſo death went ouer al me, 
ſozalmuch as all men haue ſinned. Foꝛ vn- 
tiil the Lawe, ſinne was in the woꝛlde: but 
ſin was not regarded as long as ther was na 
law. Meuerthelater, death reigned frõ Ada. 
vnto Moſes, euen cuer the alſo Þ ſinned not 
after y like maner of p trãſgreſũiõ of Adam, 
who was a figar of him p was to come. But 
vit the gift is not ſo as is the offence : Fo2 1f 
thꝛough the offence of one, manie be dead: 
much moze the grace of God and the gift by 
grace which is by one man Jeſus Chꝛiſte, 
hath abounded vnto many. Neyther is the 
gift ſo as that which entred in by one p ſin- 


ned. Foz the fault came of one offence vnto 


condemnafton,but the aifte is of many offe- 
tes to iuſtiſication. Foz if by the offence of 
one, 


2 — 2 — 


om. 


© + 


TY » ww Sz tv of _ Ve 


of Chriſtes death. 


| one, death reigned thꝛough one: much moꝛe 


| that they which receiue p abodance of grace 
and of the gift of rightuouſnes, reigne in lile 


thꝛough one, that is Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Likewiſe 
then, as by the offence of one, the fault came 


on all men to condemnation, ſo by vᷣ ryghtus 
ouſenes of one, ö benefpte abounded toward 
all men to the iuſtiſication of life. Foz as by 


one mans diſobedience many wer made ſin⸗ 
ners, ſo by the obediece of one ſhall many al⸗ 
ſo be made righteous. Poꝛeouer the law ens 


fred ther vppon, that the offence ſhold aboũd: 
neuertheles where ſinne aboũded ther grace 
 abounded mach moꝛe, that as ſinne had reig 


ned vnto death, ſo might grace alſo reigne by 


rightuouſenes vnto eternal lyfe th2ough Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt our loꝛd. By theis woꝛds of ſaint 


Paule we manifeftlpe perceiue the thing to 


be trew which we haue ſaid heretofo2 e:that 
is to wit, that the lawe was atuen fo make 


| ſimoknowe:which ſinne we do alſo know, 


no to be of greater fozce tha Chꝛiſtes righ- 
tuouſenes, wherth2ough we be iuſtifped bes 
foze God. Foꝛ euen as Jeſus Chꝛiſt is ſtrõg 
er than Adam was: ſo is his ryqhtuauſenes 
moꝛe mightie than the ſinne of Adam. And 
if the ſinne of Adam was ſufficient ynough 
to make al men ſinners & childꝛen of w2ath 
B. iij. with⸗ 
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; without ant miſderd or our own:much moꝛe 
f ſhall Chꝛiſtes ryghtuouſnes be of greater 
foꝛce to make vs all rightuouſe and the chil⸗ 

dꝛen of grace, without any of our owne god 

wozkes : which cannot be god, vnloſſe that 

betoꝛe we do them, we our ſelues be made 
The great⸗ god, ag Avſtin alſo affirmeth.Bcreby a ma 
rect mn map know in what an errour they bee, who 

| ow — by reaſon of ſome great offence, deſpayꝛe of 
1 _ gods god End imagining that he is not wil⸗ 
; ing to foꝛgiue, coner, and pardon all ſinne, 
hauing alredie puniſhed and chaſlized al our 

ſinnes and iniquities in his owne onely bes 

gotten and derrebeloued ſonne, and conſe⸗ 

quently graunted a generall pardon to all | 


mankinde, which euery bodye iniopeth that 

beleueth the Ooſpell, that i is to ſap, which be 

| læueth the happie tydings that the Apoſtles 
. Cor. 5. haue publithed thꝛough the whole woꝛlde, 
| ſaying: We beſerche von fo2 Jeſus Chꝛiſtes 
lake, be ve reconeyled vnto God: foꝛ he that 

neuer knew ſinne, was made a ſacrifyze fog 

our — we might become rightupuſe 

in him. The P2ophet tay fozeſœing this 

great godnes of God, wꝛiteth theſe heaucly 

Woꝛds which do ſo well peynt out the paſſiõ 

ol our L622 4eſus Chꝛiſt, and the cauſe ther 

of:as it is not to be found better deſcrybed, 

euen 


—— 
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euen in the wꝛitings of the Apoſtles. Who 


| ayti he) will beleue eur repoꝛt, ⁊ to whom 


is the arme of the Loꝛd reueled. Wut her 
ſhall grow vp befo2ze him as a bꝛaunche and 
as a rote out of a d2pe gdound, he bath ney- 
ther fozme noꝛ beautie: when we ſhall ler 
him, ther ſhalbe no koꝛme that we ſhould des 
fire him: e is deſpized and reiected of men, 
he is a man full of ſoꝛowes, and hath experi⸗ 
ente of inſtrmities, a> hidd ec it were our 
faces from him:he was deſpizod + we eſte⸗ 
med him not. Surelp he hathe boꝛne cur in⸗ 
firmities and caried our ſoꝛowes, pit we did 
iudge him as plaged and ſmitten of god, and 
humbled:but he was wounded koꝛ our traſ⸗ 
greſſtons:he was b2oken fo2 our iniquities. 
The chaſtiſmẽt ot our peace was vppõ him, 


and with his ſtripes we are healed. All we 


like ſhepe haue gone aſtraie: we haue furs 
ned enerp one fo his owne waye,and * Lo2d 
bath layde vppon him the iniquitie of vs all: 
he was oppꝛeſſed + he was afflicted, pit dyd 
he not open his mouth. Ye is bꝛought as a 
ſhepeto the ſlaughter and as a ſheepe beiozs 
the ſhearer is dumme ſo he openeth not his 
mouth, O great vnkindnes. Othing abho- 
minable:that we which p2ofeffe cur ſelues 
Ehailtians,and here that the ſonne of = 
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hath taken al our ſinnes vppõ him, + waſhed 
them out with his pꝛeciouſe blud, ſuffering 
himſelfe to bee faſtened to the croſſe foz our 
ſakes: ſhould neuertheles make as though 
we would iuſtiſte our ſelues + purchace foꝛ⸗ 
giuenes of our ſinnes by our owne woꝛkes: 
as who would ſay, that the deſerts, ryghtu⸗ 
ouĩenes and bludſhed of Jeſus Chꝛiſt were 
not ynough to do it, vnleſſe we came to put 
to our wozkes & ryghtuouſnes which are al⸗ 
togither defiled and ſpotted with ſelfelouc, 
ſeflpking,ſelfep2ofit, and a thouſande other 
vanities, ſoꝛ which we haue nede fo craue 
pardon at GDDS hande, rather than re⸗ 
ward, Neyther do we thinke of the thzeat- * 
nings which ſaint Paule vſeth to the G4/-- 
th141 s: Who Hauing bin deceiued by falſepꝛe 
chers, beleued not that the iuſtiſication by 
fayth was ſufficient of it ſelfe, but went a- 
bout ſtil to be made rightuous by the Law. 

Unto whom S. Paule ſaieth: Jeſus Chꝛiſte 
ſhall nothing pzofyt you that iuſtiſie pour 
ſelues by the Lawe: foz you be falne from 
grace, bicauſe that we thoꝛough the ſpirit oß 
fayth wayte foꝛ the hope of rightuouſneſſe. 


Enn excellẽt NIW if the ſeeking of rightuouſneſſe & fo2- 
cten aritom giuenes of ſinnes by the keeping of the lawe 
of the vu⸗ Which Ood Laut bppon mount 5%. with ſo, 


great 


— 
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great gloꝛie and maieſtie, be the denping of bilitie of 


Chꝛiſt and of his crace: what ſhal we ſay fo our own? 


thoſe that will nerdes iuſtifie themſeiues a- Wenns. 


foꝛe God by their owne lawes and obſeruã⸗ 
ces? I would wiſ that ſuch folkes ſhould a 


little compare the one with the ofher,and afs 
ter ward gtue iudgment themſelues. God 
myndeth not to doe that honour, no2 fo giue 

that gloꝛie to his owne lawe, and pit they 
will haue him to giue it ko mennes lawes x 
oꝛdinances. But that honour is giuen onely 
to his onely begotten ſonne, who alone by d 
ſacrifice of his death and paſſion, hath made 
full amends foz all our ſinnes, paſt, pꝛeſent, 
and to come, as ſain Paule and ſainct lohn Hebr. 7. 
detlare. Wherfoze as oft# as we apply this Lohn. in. 
ſatiſfactid of Jeſus Chꝛiſts, vnto our ſoules 


| by fayth:out of all dout we obfeyne foꝛgiue⸗ 


nes of our ſinnes, and become god Et rightu⸗ 
ouſe befoꝛe God, thꝛough his ryghtuouſnes. 
And therefoꝛe after that ſainct Paule hathe Phil. 3 
ſaid, that as touching the ryghtuauſenes of p 
lawe, he had lined vnblameable : he addeth, 
t vit whatſoener Jhaue gayned by it Jhaue 
accounted it in al reſpects to be but loſte, fo2 
the loue of Chꝛiſt. And ſpecially J eſteme al 
things to be loſſe, foꝛ the excellit knowledge 
of deln Chꝛiſt my Lord, foꝛ whome J haue 
B. vb. corn 
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coumted all thinges to be loſle, + dteme them 
but as dung, e may win Chꝛiſt, ⁊ be ferid 
in him, not hauing myne owne rightuouſe⸗ 
neſſe which is ofthe lawe, but the righteouſ⸗ 
neſſe which is by the fapthol Jeſus Chari, 
which rightuouſnes is giuen ef god, J mene 
the rightuouſnes or faith, that J may come fo 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chꝛiſt. O moſte no⸗ 
table woꝛdes, which all Chꝛiſtians ought to 
haue ingrauen in their hartes, pꝛaping God 
to make them to taſt it perfectly. L o, how ©, 
Paule ſheweth plainly, that whoſoener kno» 
weth Chꝛiſt aright eſteemethall the wozks 
ef the law to bee hurtful, fo2 ſo much as they 


make vs to ſwarue from our truſt in Jeſus 


Chꝛiſt, to whom cuery man ought to impute 
his ſaluation, to truſt only vnto him alone. 


And to inkoꝛce this ſentence the moꝛe, he ad⸗ 


deth kurther, that he eſleemeth all things but 
as dung, ſo he may gayne Chꝛiſt and be feud 
incoꝛpoꝛated in him:declaring thereby that 
whoſoeuer truſteth in his own woꝛkes, and 
pꝛetendeth fo iuſt itte him ſelle by them, get⸗ 
teth not Jelus Chꝛiſt nother is ingreffed in⸗ 
to him And koꝛalmuch as the whole miſterp 
ok our faith con lilketh! in the truth hereof :e 
the end we might p better vnderſtand what 
he ment to favthe addeth and repeteth often⸗ 

typmes 
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times, p he had nothing to do with al p ouf- 
ward iuſtiffcation ⁊ al the rightuouſnes that 


is groũded vppon p keping of p law, but that 


he wold cloth him ſelfe with p rightuouſnes 
which God giueth by faith, to al thẽ p beleue 
that ail our ſinnes are fully chaſtiʒ ed ⁊ puni⸗ 
ſhed in Jeſus Chaiſe: © that Jeſus Chꝛiſt(as 
S. Paule ſaieth) is made our wildome, righ⸗ 
tuouſnes, holines, x redemption to p end, (as 
it is wꝛitten) p he which will clozic ſhould 
gloꝛie in the 102d t not in his own wozkes, 
Uery true it is, that in p holy ſcriptures ther 
are ſome texts fo be found, which being mils 
vnder ſtode, ſeeme to gaynſap this holy doc⸗ 


T'trine of S Paules, 4 to attribute iuſtiſicati⸗ 
on ẽ remiſſion of ſinnes vnto wo2ks,x to cha 


ritie. But thoſe authoꝛities haue alredy bin 
wel expounded by ſomme who haue ſhewed 
playnly,y ſuch as haue vnderſtode the in 
ſence aldꝛeſaid, vnderſtode them not aright. 
Wherkoꝛe my deercbeloucd bꝛethꝛen, let vs 
not folow p fond opinion of p bewitched Ga. 
latliiãs, but rather let vs folow » truth which 
ſ. Paul teacheth vs, ⁊ let vs giue y whole glo⸗ 
rie of our iuſtification vnto Gods mercy + to 
p merits of his ſonne, who by his own blud⸗ 
ſhed hath ſet vs free fro p ſouereintie ofthe 
law, e from pᷣ tyꝛannie of fin x death: e hath 
| bꝛought 
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bꝛotight vs into þ kingdom of god to giue ts — 
life and endlefſe kelicitie. 3 ſay vet further, N. 
he hath deliuered vs from p dominion ok thef®? 
lawe, inſomuch as he hath giuen vs his holy ed 
ſpirit, who teacheth vs all truth, and that heÞ'*! 
hath ſatiſfied the lawe to the full, x giuen then 
ſame ſatiſfaction vnto al his members, (that fu 
is to wit to all true Chꝛiſtians.) ſo as theyÞ** 
may ſafely appœre at Gods thꝛone, bitauſe 
they be clothed with p rightuoutneffe of hys le 
wow man Chꝛiſt, and by him deliuered from the curſe 
is deliuered of the lawe. Then cannot þ lawe any moꝛe f 
and ſct free accuſe vs oꝛ condemne vs, noꝛ moue our af⸗ 
kran tze fections 02 appetites, noꝛ increaſe ſin in vs. rt 
— or tte And therefoze Saint Paule ſaieth, that the F | 
Gal. z Obligacion which was againſt vs is cancel» — 
Rom. g. led by Jeſus Chꝛiſt t diſcharged vppon the : 
Coloſt. 2 r of the croſſe, inſomuch as he hath ſet vs 
fru from the ſubtection of the lawe, and cõ⸗ le 
ſequently from the tyꝛannie of fin & death, w 
which can no moze hereafter hold vs oppꝛel⸗ 
ſed bicauſe it is ouertome by Jcſus chꝛiſt in ſur 
his reſurrecis,+ ſo coſequently by vs which re 
are his members,in ſuch maner 9 wee may in 
ſay with Saincte Paule, and with the Pꝛo⸗ vs 
Cor. ij phet Olec, Death is quyte vanquiſhed & de⸗ J 
ſtroyed. O Death, wher is 1 ung Bel, * 
wher is thy vigozie: The king ol ä — 
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ts fin,and the ſtrength of fin is the lawwe. But 
-, Bod bee p2ayſed who hath graunted vs vic- 


ty ed ſcede that hathe cruſſhed the head of ß ve- 
ehemous Serpent, that is to wit of þ Diuell, 
einſomuch that all thoſe which belene in Jes 
af tſus Chꝛiſt, repoſing their whole truſt in his 
eyßrace, do ouercome ſin, death, the Diuel and 
e Vell, as Chꝛiſt hath done. Ber is that bleſſed 
g ſcede of Abraham in the which god hath p20- 
iſed bliſſedneſſe to all Nactos. It behoued 
ze kuerp particuler perſon to fight with y ſayd 
⸗hazrible Serpent, and to deliuer hym ſelfe 
g. from that curſe. But that enterpꝛiſe was ſo 
e reat, that all the foꝛte of the whole woꝛld 
b knitte together was not able tw go though 
with it. Wherfoze our God y father of mer 
5 ie, being moued with compaſſion of our mi⸗ 
5 ſeries, hath giut vs his only begottẽ ſonne. 
3, who hath deliuered vs from þ venint of the 
Serpent, x is him ſelfe become our bliſſed⸗ 
neſſe + rightuouſnes, condiczonally p we ac⸗ 
5 ept the ſame, renoũcing al our own ofward 
wſtifications.7-hen my dere b2ceth2en let 
vs imbꝛace the rightuouſneſſe of our Loꝛde 
Jeſug Chꝛiſt, and lette ds make it ours by 
means ol fayth: let vs aTure our ſelues that 
we ber rightuouſe,not foz our owne works, 
but 
F 


toꝛie by our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. He is þ bleſs Gen. 3 


OTITIS 


0 1 2 
So 
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bit thabugh the merifes of Jeſus Chzilk, E It 


let vs ling merily 4 aſſured that the rightu- 


ouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſte hath vtterly done a⸗ 


way all our vnrightuoſnes, t made vs god, 
rightuouſe, and holie befoze God, who behol⸗ 
ding vs ingreffed into his ſonne by fapth,efs 
teemeth vs not now any moꝛe as the childze 
of Adam, but as his 6wne childꝛen, and hath 
made vs het irs of al his riches, with yis own 
begotten ſonne, 
The fourth Chapter, 
40 the efſectes of liuely faith, and of the 
vnion of mans Soule with leis Chriſt. 


Holo he te His holie faith wozketh alter ſuch a ſoꝛtſ 


exinethe in vs, p he which beleueth p Leſus Chziſt 
lineneſſe of hath taken all his ſins vppon him,becometh 


S. like vnto Chꝛiſt, x ouercometh ſin, the dine], | | 


death, a Hell. And the reaſon thereof is this: 


namelp that the church (that is to wit euer 


Ave faithfull Sowle) is Chꝛiſtes wyfe, # Cheiſt 
good ſimili⸗ ig hir huſband. Foz we know how the lawe 
ter of mariage is, that of two, they become one 
Welling the ſelteſame thing, being two in one lech, and 


maner how 


aur me {hat the gods t ſubſtance of either of them 
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are then became comon to the both: by means wher⸗⸗ 
away by of the huſband ſaieth, that the dowꝛie of his 


chin. wyfe is his, x likewile the wyfe ſapeth = 
£5 r 
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of. Chriſtes death, 


lhir huſbands houſe 4 all his richcs are hirs: 
and of a truth ſo they arc:fo2 ctycrwiſe they 
ſhould not be one lieſh, as the ſcripture ſaith. 

After the ſame maner hath God mar ved his 
onlibegotte 4 deerbeloued ſonne to the fayth- 
ful ſoule, which hath not any other thing pes 
tuliar of htr.own,ſaue enly ſin;z vit the ſõne 
of Cod hath not diſdeyned to take hir 702 his 
welbeloued ſpowſe, togither w hir peculiar 
dowꝛie, bohich is fin. And now by reaſon of g 
bnion which is in this holie mariage , loke 
what 5 on hath, is aiſo 5 others. Jeſus chꝛiſt 
therekoꝛe ſaieth thus: The dowꝛie of mans 
ſoule my deere wife, (that is fo wit hir fins 


and tranſgreſtings of the lawe, Gods wꝛath 


ageinſt hir, the boldnes of the diuill ouer hir, 
the pꝛiſon of Hell, and all other hir eutls)are 
become myne # are in my power to do what 
Aliſt with the, Uher koꝛe it is at my chopſe 


to deale with them at my pleaſure and there 


foze J will put out the hand wꝛiting which 


is agapntt the ſoule u v wyfe, J wall take if 


oute of the waye , J wyll faſten it fo my 
troſſe in myne cwne bodie, and in the ſame 
wyll J ſpoile pzintipalities and powers and 
make a ſhew of the openive ⁊ triumphe ouer 
chem and conſ ne the viterly vnio nothing. 

Now when © G O D ſawe his ſonne who 
knewe 
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knewe no inne, neither had any fin in him, 
thus wyllingly taking on him the fowlenes 
of our iniquitie, he made him to be ſinne fo: 
vs enen the very ſacrifice foꝛ our ſinne:x did 
ſharply puntſh our ſinne in him, putting him 
to death, cuen the death of the croſſe, Bows 


Math.28 brit fozaſmuch as h& was his welbeloued t 


obedient ſonne, hee would not leaue him in 
death noꝛ ſuffer his holy one to ſe toꝛrupti⸗ 
on: but rapſed him bp from death to lyfe,gi- 
uing him al power in heauen and earth and 
ſet him at his ryght hãd in glozy. Now then 
the wyfe likewtſe with erceding great ioye 


doth ſape : the Realmes and Kingedomes | 
of my moſt deere huſband and ſauiour are 


mine, by him J aman heire of heauen, my 
huſbands riches, (that is to wit his holines 
his innocencie his rightuouſenes # his god⸗ 
head, togither W al his vertue # myght, are 
mine and foꝛ me: and therfoꝛe in him J am 
holie, innocent, ryghtuouſe, and godly, & ther 
is not any ſpot in mee. am well fauozed E 
la vꝛe, inaſmuch as my lawful huſband hath 
not any blemiſhe in him, but is altogither 
godly and fapꝛe. And ſith that he is wholly 
myne,and lo conſequently all that he hath is 
myne, and all that he hath is pure and holie: 


it foloweth that J alſo am pure and holie, 


Therfoze 
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Therfoꝛe to begin at his moſt innoct᷑t birth; 
he hath thereby ſanctifyedthe birthe of his 
ſpouſe concetued in ſinne. The godly chyld⸗ 
hod and pouth of the bꝛydegrome, hath iuſti⸗ 


| fied the childiſh and youthful lyfe ol his deer⸗ 


beloned b2yde , Foz the loue and vnion that 
is befwirt the ſowle of a frew ch2iſttan and 
the bꝛidegrome Jeſus Chꝛiſt, maketh al the 
wozks of eyther of them, to be comon to the 
bothe. By reaſon wherof when a man ſaith, 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt hath faſted, Jeſus Chꝛiſt hath 
pꝛaped, Jeſas Ch2ift was herd ofthe father, 
rayſed the dead, dꝛaue diuells out of men, 
healed the ſicke, dyed, roſe again, and aſcen⸗ 


| ded into heauen: Likewiſe a man may ſay, 


that a Chꝛiſten man hath done all the ſelfe⸗ 


ſaine wwzkes, foꝛaſmuch as the wozkes of 
Chꝛiſt are the wozkes of the Chꝛiſtian, by⸗ 
cauſe he hath done them fo2 hym. Uerely a 
man may ſay 9 the Chꝛiſtian hath bin nay⸗ 
led fo p croſſe, buried, rapſed again; is gone 
vp into heauen, become the child of God, and 
made partaker of the Sodhead. Dn the other 
ſide, all the wozkes Þ a Chꝛiſtian man doeth 
are Chꝛiſtes wozkes, bycauſe it is his will 
to take them foꝛ his. And fozaſmuch as they 
be vnperkect, and he thꝛoughly perfect, æ can⸗ 
not away with any vuperfec thing: he hath 
C. j. made 
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made them perfect with his verfucs, to the 
end that his wife ſhould be alwates ioyful x 
well cõtentid and not be afraid of any thing 
aſſuring hirſelf, that although ther be pit fil 
ſome default in hir wozkes,yitnotwithſtans 
ding they be acceptable to God in reſpect of 
his ſonne, vppõ who he hath his eyes alwais 
fafteied. O p vnmeaſurable godncs of god: 
how greatly is the chꝛiſſ ià bound vnto god? 
Ther is no loue ot man, be it neuer ſo great, 
that may be compared with þ loue that god 
beareth to the ſowle of euerp fapthfull chꝛil⸗ 
tian, wherof Chꝛiſt is p bꝛidgrome. Tel her⸗ 
vppon ſ. Paule ſapeth, that Jeſus Chꝛiſt hath 


ſo loued his wify church which is builded ol 


liuing ſtones (that is cf the ſoules of p bele⸗ 
uing chꝛiſtianc) that fo2 to ſanctifie hir, he 


bath oftered himſelf to the death cf p croſle, 
clenzing hir with the waſhing of water, by 


his word, to topns hir to himſelf a gloꝛiouſe 
church without ſpot 02 wꝛincle oꝛ other like 
thing: but that ſhe ſhould be holie and vnbla 
mable(that is to wit like vnto him in holi⸗ 
nelle innocencie) and alſo be the trew and 
lawful! daughter of god, who hath loucd the 
wazla ſo well, that (as Jeſus Chꝛiſt himſelf 
ſaieth) he hath giut his onlibegotten ſonne, 
to the end that cuerie one Which * 
im 
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him ſhould not verith, bat haue Ivfe euerla⸗ 

ſting. Foꝛ God ſent 13 of his ſonne into the 

world to condemne the woꝛlde: but to the 

ende fhat the Tloꝛlde myght ber ſaued by 

him, inſomuch that he which belteueth in wew the 
him ſhall not be damned. Some man faithful. 
might demaund after what maner the vni⸗ mans ſowle 
on ok this holie Parias ge is made, and how = allured 
the Sowls which is the Bꝛyde, and hir — 
Bꝛidegrome elne Chꝛvtte are knitte togi⸗ chu. 
ther. What aſtirance can J haue, that my 

Sowle ps vnited vnto Jeſus Chꝛiſte, and 4 
become his Spowic: Bow can Jalluredlp 


Alozie that J am Qucene and Miſtreſſe of 


his greate riches, aa a wee maye ? Jean 
caſly beleene that cthertotnes {ball recepue 
this honour and gloꝛte: buf J cannet pers 


ſwade my ſelte that Jam ene of theſe ſame 


to whome GDD tache gpuen fo grrate 
grace: F292 Jknowe myne owne weetched- 
nelle and imperfection , Mp dercbeloned 
b2othcr, J anſ wer thee that thyne aſſurance 
tcõſiſteth in trew and linely fayth, wherwith 
(as Sainct ! eter ſayeth)God clenzeth mens Act 
harts: And this fayeth is grownded in the be 
leuing or the Oolpell. that is to ſape, in the 
beleuing of the gladde tydings which hathe 
bin publiſhed on GDDS behalk thꝛowgh 
C. ij. tbe 
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the whole world: which tpdings contepneth | 


in effect, that god hath vſed the rigoꝛouſenes 
of his iuſtis againſt Jeſus Chꝛiſt, chaſtizing 
t puniſhing all our finncs in him. And who⸗ 


ſocuer receiueth this god tydings + belceues 


it ſtedfaftly,hath the true fayth and doth in⸗ 
toye the foꝛgiuenes of his ſinnes, and is alſo 
reconciled vnto GDD: and of the chylde of 
wꝛath, is become the chyld of grate: and re⸗ 
couering the image of God, entereth into the 
kingdome of God, and is made the temple of 


God, who marxreth mans ſoule to his one⸗ 


ly Sonne, by the meane of this fayth, which 
fapth is a woꝛke of God and the gift of god, 


as ſainct Paule ſaicth oftentymes. And God 


giueth it vnto thoſe whom he calleth to him, 
of purpoſe to iuũ iſie them x to gloꝛiſie thẽ, x 
to giue them cuerlaſting lyfe , accozding as 
our Lo2de Jeſus Chꝛiſt witneſſeth ſaying: 
This is the will ol him that ſent me, euen 
that euery one which ſeth the ſonne and bes 
leueth in him, ſhould haue cuerlaſting lyſe, 
and J wyli rayſe him vv aacin at the latter 
day, And lyke as Moſes lifted vp the Ser⸗ 
pent in the UWiderneſſc: ſo mult the ſonne 
of man be lifted vp, fo the ende that enery 
one which beleueth in him might not periſh 
bat haue lyis euerlaſting. Alſo he lapeth to 

: ate 


r r Y UU. ey a. ed ᷣͤ41l . ce nk at AS Aww 8 a4  % amis Ra'Xalk Rn ©@ 


of Chriſtes death. 


| Martha: Ye that beleueth in me ſhall live, Iohn. 1. 


although he wer dead, and every one that li⸗ 
ueth + beleueth in me ſhall not dye ſo2 cuer. 


And to a companie of the lewes he ſayeth: J Iohn. ia. 


am come a lyght into the world, to the ende 


that euery man which beleueth in me, ſhold 


not abide in darknes. And lainct lohn in his 


Epiſtle ſaieth: Herein appecred the loue of 1. Iohn. 4 
god towards vs, foꝛ that god is love and ſent 
his only begotten ſonne into this woꝛld, that 
we might line thꝛough him. And here in is 


| lone knowen, not in that we loued God, but 


in that he loued vs # ſent his ſonne to make 
attonement fo2 our ſinnes. And moꝛ eouer, 


he ſent him to deſtroy our enemies. Foꝛ the 


bꝛinging wherof to paſte, he made him part⸗ 

taker of our fleſhe, and or our blud, as ſapeth 

ſainct Paule to the ende that by his death he Ll, 
myaht deffroy him that had the dominion of Hebr. a. 
death, that is to wit the diuel, and ſet al ſuch 


at libertie, as were ſubiect to bõdage al their 
| Iyfe long, foꝛ feare of death, Seing then that 


we haue recoꝛds of the hoip Scripture, con⸗ 
cerning the pꝛomiſes, wycreof we haue ſpo⸗ 
ken herefofoze, and concerning mary other 
pꝛompſes that are diſperſed in diuers pla⸗ 
ces of the ſame ; we cannot dont of it. And 
foꝛſomuch as the Scripture ſpeaketh to all 
C. iij. inge⸗ 


anke. don ot his rebellion, but rather ought aſſu⸗ 


The benefyte 
ingenerall, none cf rs cughte to diſtruſt in 
himſelfe, that the ſelflame thing which the 
Scrixture ſapeth, ſhould not belong perticu⸗ 
larly to him ſelfe. and to the ende that this 
point, wherin lpeth and conſiſteth the whole 
miſterie of dur holie faith, may be vnderſtod 

Avery bhe better: L et vs put the cace that ſome god 

goodly fiui E holte Bing, cauſe pꝛoclamation to be made 

litudc æ fit fhzough his whole Kealme by the found of 
foꝛ the exr⸗ q Trumpet, that ail Rebels and baniſhed 
wellig of men hall ſaſcly returne home to their hows 
th2free 52 ſes, bicauſe that at the ſewt + delert of foms 

Hes £52 dere friend of theirs, it hath pleaſed hym to 

Jeſus par don them:certeinly none of thoſe Rebels 

Chaites OUgHt fo dout, of the obtepning of trew pars 


redly to returne home to his howſe, to lyue 
vnder the ſhadowe of that holie king. And 
it he will not returne, he ſhall beare the pe⸗ 
naltie ok it, bicauſe that thꝛough his own vn 
belete he dyeth in expil and in the difplea- 
ſure ot his pꝛince. But this god king is 
the Loꝛde of Heauen and Earth, who ſoz 
the obedience and deſert of our god bꝛother 
Jeſus Chꝛiſte, hath pardoned vs all our 
ſiunes, and (as we haue fapd afoze ) hathe 
made open pꝛoclamacion th:ongh the whole 
woꝛld, that all of vs map ſafelp returne into 
bis 
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his kingdome. Uiherfoze he that beieencth 
this pꝛoclamacis, doth freptwayes return 
into Gods kingdome (whereoutof we were 
dꝛiuen by the offence of our firſt parentes,) 
and is bliſſedly gouerned by gods 6! Dpi⸗ 
rif, And he that giueth no credit to the ſayde 
pꝛoclamacion, ſhall neuer iniop the ſapd ge⸗ 
uerall pardon: but foz his vnbciefes fake 
ſhall abyde in baniſhment vnder the fy2an- 
nie ofthe diuel, and line and dye in extreme 
miſerie, liuing and dying in the di pleaſure 
of the king of heaven and carthe ; and that 
taftly. Fo2 We cannot commit a greater of- 
kence againſt this god God, that to account 
him as a lper and deceiuer: which verelp 
we do, in not giuing credit to his pzemiſes, 
O how vaſſing heaute is this deadly ſinne 
of vnbelefe? which (fo farre fozth as is poſs 
ſible(berceueth God of his gloꝛie ard per⸗ 
fection:beſydes the greate harme that it do- 
eth to a mans ſelfe, which ts his owne dam⸗ 
nation and the endleſſe toꝛmẽt of his ſonle, 
which the miſerable conſcience leeleth euen 
in this lyfe. But on the contrarie, he that 
commeth vnto GO D with aſſuredneſſe 
of this fayth, beleeuing him without anye 
miſtruſte oꝛ dowf of his pꝛomiſes, and 
warranting himſelke foz a certepntie, that 
C. iiij. Gon 
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God will perfoꝛme al that euer he hath pꝛo⸗ 
miſed him:gtueth all the glozie vnfo God, 
and liueth cõtinuallp in reſt and endles toy, 
euermoꝛe pꝛapling and thanking the Lo2de 
God foꝛ chw35ing him to the gloꝛie of the e⸗ 
ternall lyfe . And hcreofthep haue an allu⸗ 
red earneſtpeny and gage, that is to wit the 
ſonne of god, whom they take fo2 their moſt 
louing Bzydegrome, the blud of whom hath 
made thepꝛ hartes ſo dꝛunken:that thzough 
this paſfing holie belefe there is in the chꝛi⸗ 
ſten hart ingendꝛed fo lyuely a hope and fo 
certeine a truſt of gods mercie towards vs, 
and ſuch an operation is wzought in vs, as 


we reſt our ſelues wholly vppon God, lea⸗ 


uing the whole care of vs vnto him in ſuche 
wyle that being thꝛoughly aſſured of Gods 
god wil, we are not afraid, nother of p diuel, 
uoꝛ of his miniſters, noꝛ of death. Which 
holie and fficdfait truſt of Gods mercie, 
inlargeth our hart, cheereth it vp, and with 
certeine marualouſe ſwerte affections dys 
recteth if vnto GDD, filling it and ſetting 
it on Fy2e with an exceding keruent loue. 
And therefoꝛe Paule incourageth vs to goe 
With all boldneſſe fo the thꝛone of grace: 
ye countellcty vs that wee ſhould not ſhake 
it or, no make lyght of our fruit, which 

| hath 
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hath great recompence t reward, But thys 
ſo holy and diuine affiante is gendꝛed in our 
harts by the working of the holie ghoſt, Who 


uer goeth without p loue of God. And here⸗ 
of it commeth, that wee bee pꝛouoked fo dwe 
god works with a certeine liuelines and er 
fecuall cherekulnes: wherby we gather ſuch 
a ſtrength and inclinacion to do the, as wee 
ve thzoughly redie and fozeward to do and 
kuffer all intollerable things fo2 the loue and 
gloꝛie of our moſte graciouſe and mercyfull 
father, who hath inryched vs wyth fo abun⸗ 
daumt grace th2ough Jeſus Cheiſt, and of his 


o enemies made vs hys moſte deere childꝛen. 


This treue fayth is no ſoner gyuen a man, 
but he is by and by indewed and impꝛinted 
with a certeine violent loue of god wozks, 
to peeld right ſweet and amiable frutes both 
vnto God and likewiſe to his Pepbour, as a 
verie god + frutefull free, And it is no moꝛe 
poſſible that he ſhould bee otherwiſe, than if 
is poſſible that a fagot ſhould be ſet on fyꝛe 


fayth without the which it is vnpeſlible that 
ante man ſhould pleaſe God, and wherby all 
the holie men (as well of the old Teſtamẽt 
as of the new) haue bin ſaued, accozd ing as 
C. bv. Ronny 


is comunicated vnts vs by fayth, which ne⸗Heb. 10. 


not caſt light immediatly. This is the holye Heb. 
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The benefits 


Rom. 4. Sainct Paule witnefſſeth of Abraham: con⸗ 
Gen. iy. cerning whome the Scripture ſapeth, that 
Abraham hel ued GOD, and it was rec- 

kened fo him ſoꝛ rightuouſeneſte. And ther⸗ 

foꝛe hie layth a little beloꝛe: We belteue 

that a man is iuſtiſied by fapth without the 

Rom 2. T22cs of the Lawe. And in another place 
he ſaith: Sothen in that time ſhall the rem⸗ 

nant be ſaved, acco2ding to the election of 

grace: and if thep be ſaued by grace, then is 

it not by wozkes, loꝛ then were grace no 

Gala. 3. race. And tothe Galathians he ſapeth, it 
isa maniſeſt matter that no man becom⸗ 


Aba. z. meth rightuouſe befoze God 3 


bicauſe the rightuouſe liueth by faith. And 

tie lawe conſiſteth not in belerte, but he that 
perkoꝛmeth the thinges that the Lawe com⸗ 

Gal.3 maundeth, ſhall line by that perfozmance. 
am further hee ſapeth that a man cannot 

become rightuouſe by the deedes of the law, 

but onely by bcleentng in Jeſus Chꝛiſt. A⸗ 

gein, a little after he ſayeth, that if a man 


| can become rightuouſe by the Laws, Jeſus | 
Rom. 10 Chit dped in vapne. Poꝛeouer, to the Ro- 


» mames, making compariſon betwene the 
rightuouſneſle of the Lawe, and the righfu- 
ouſnoſſe of the Goſpell, he ſapeth that the 


one conſiſteth in the doing of wozkes , and 
the 


— , bl a as Mm © 


of Chriſtes death, ; 


the other in beleuing . Fo2 ik thou conkeſſe 
dur Lo2d Jefus Chꝛiſt with thy mouth, and 
beleue in thy hart that God hath rayſed him 
pp from death: thou ſhalt be ſaued. Fo2 the 


beleef of the hart maketh a man rightucuſe, 
and the confeſſion of the mouth maketh him 
ſafe. Lo how this god teacher Sainct Paule 
ſhewcth euidentlp, that faith maketh a man 
rightuouſe without any woꝛkes . And not 
only Sainct Paule, but alſo the holy Doctoꝛs 
that came after him haue confirmed and al⸗ 
lowed this moſt holy trueth of Juſtification 


a 


by fayth : among whome Sainc Auguſtin g/g 
is the chicke, who in his boke of faythand an 
” wozkes,and in his boke of the Spirit and 


the Letter, and in his boks of foureſcoꝛe 


and thc queſtions, and in his boke which 


he did wꝛite to Boniface, and in his treatiſe 
vpon the rrrj. Pſalme, and in many other 
places, defendeth this article, ſhewing that 
we become rightuous by faith without any 
help of god woꝛks: howbcit that god wozks 
are the effects of rightuouſneſte, and not the 
cauſe of it. And he ſheweth that p wo2des of 
S. lames being ſoundly vnderſtod, are no⸗ 


* 


thing contrary to this article. Whith thing Origen 


Origen doth alſo affirme in his fourth boke 
vpon the Epiſtle to the Romanes, ſaping 5; S. 
Paules 


th Fayth is 
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Paules meaning is, that fayth only is ſuffici⸗ 


ente to make men rightuouſe, inſomuch that 


a man becommeth rightuouſe, only by belee⸗ 


uing, although he haue not donc anpe god 
wozk at all. Fo2 ſo it is, p the theefe became 
rightuouſe without the wozkes of the lawe, 
foꝛaſmuch as the Loꝛd fought not what god 
wozkes he had done in time paſt, noꝛ way⸗ 
ted vntill he had done any after he had bele- 
ued, but hauing accepted him foꝛ rightuouſe 
vpon his only confeflion, toke him foz hys 
— re euen when he ſhould enter into 
Paradyſe. Likewiſe, that fo renowmed“ wo⸗ 
man in the goſpel of Sainct Luke, while ſhe 
Was vit at the fete of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, herd it 
ſapd vnto hir, thy fins are foꝛgiuen ther. And 
a little after he ſaieth vnto hir, thy faith hath 
ſaued ther, go thy way in peace. Akterward 
Origen {ayth, In many places ot the Goſpel 
a man map ſe how our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
hath ſpoken in ſuch wiſe,as he ſheweth that 
fapth is the cauſe of the ſaluation of the bele 
uers. The is a ma made rightucuſe by faith, 


the mard of urid the wozkes of the lawe further him no⸗ 


been 


thing at all. On the cantrarie, where kaith is 


ere iuctiſted lol, (which faith maketh y beleeuer rightu⸗ 
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ouſe, although a man do the wozkes which 
the law cõmaundeth: vit notwitſtanding, 
fozaſmuch 


<< 
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fozaſmuch as thep be not builded bppon the 
foũdation of faith, albeit p to outward appea⸗ 
rance thep ſeeme god, vit can they not iuſti⸗ 
fie him that doeth them, bicauſe he wanteth 
fayth, which is the marke of the that are be⸗ 
tome rightuouſe befo2e God. And who is he 
that ca boaſt himſelfe to be right uouſe, whe 


all our rightuouſneſſe is as a defiled cloth of 
a menſtruouſe woman: Then can wee not 
iuſtly gloꝛie in our ſelues but in yp only faith 
of the troſſe of Jeſus Chꝛiſt. S. Baſill in hys 
Homilie of humilitie, ſapeth p the Chꝛiſtian 
ought to hold himſelf foꝛ rightuouſe thꝛough 
pelcefe in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and his woꝛ des are 
theis. The Apoſtle ſayeth that he which glo⸗ 
ricth ſhould glozie in the Loꝛd, in that God 
hath made Zeſus Chꝛiſt to be our wiſedome, 
rightuouſenes, holineſſe, and redemption, to 
the end p he which would gloꝛie ſhould glo⸗ 
rye in the Loꝛd, bicauſe that the perfect and 
ſound gloꝛping is to gloꝛpe in the Loꝛd. Foz 
in ſo doing, a man pꝛeſumeth not vppon his 
owne rightuouſenes, but acknowledgeth his 
want of the true rightuoulenes, and that he 
is made rightuouſe, only by belteuyng in 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt. And Sainct Paule glozpeth of 
the deſpyzyng of hys owne rightuouſenelſe, 
: | and 


he hereth God ſay by his Pꝛophet Eſay, that Eſai. 64. 


S. Baſil. 
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and ok his ſceking of Chꝛiſtes rightnouſnes, 


by fayth Which commeth of GDD, Sainct 


S. Hilary Hilary in his ninth Canon vppen the expoſi⸗ 


S. Am- 
brole. 
Rom., 


: by the wooꝛkes of the Lawe: and pit to be 


tion of Dain Matthew ſayeth theſe words: 
The Scribes confidcring Jeſus Chꝛiſte but 


only as mã, were troubled that a mã ſhould 


koꝛgiue ſinnes, and pardon that thing which 
the Lawe could not doe, bicauſe that enely 
— tuſkifteth. Sainc Ambroſe in expoun⸗ 

ding theſe woꝛdes of Sainct Paule (vnto 
him that belecueth in him vvhich iuſtifieth 
the vngodly, his faythe is accounted for righ- 
tuouſneſſe, according to the purpoſe of Gods 
grace: like as David alſo fapeth, that the 
man is bliſſed whom God accompteth righ- 
tuoufe without workes) Wzitcth thus, Saint 
Paule ſapeth, that vnfo him which beleueth 
in Jeſus Chꝛiſt (that is to wit to ſhe Gen- 
tile) his fapth is imputed fe2 rightuonſnes, 
as it was vnto Abraham . In Chat wiſe 
then thinke the Jewes to become rightuous 


rightuous as Abraham was, ſ ing that A- 


braham became not riahtuouſe by the derdes 


of the Lawe, but onely by fapth: Then is 
not the Laweineedefult, foꝛaſmuch as the 
ſinner / becomnicth rightuouſe befoꝛe God 
thꝛough onelp fayth, accoꝛding to geds gras 

ciouſe 
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but he p hath righteonſnes, hath it of fre cit 


of Chriſltes death, 
tiouſe purpoſe, as Dauid ſayeth. The Apo⸗ 


le confirmeth that which he hath layde, by 
the Pꝛophetes example, ſaxing: Bliſſed is Plal.z1 


the man whome God accepteth fo2 rightu⸗ 
ouſe without wozkes : wherby Dauid me 
nerh, that thoſe men are very happy, whom 
GDD hath determined to accept fo2 righ⸗ 
tuouſe befoꝛe him, by onelp fapth without 
any paynes faking oꝛ obſeruatid of the Law 
on their behalle. Thus ſheweth he the blil⸗ 
ſedneſſe ofthe time wherein Chꝛiſte was 
boꝛne, in fo much as the Loꝛd hinifelf faith; 
Many rightuouſe men and P2opyctes haue 
coueted to fce the things that peu fe, and to 


Phcare the things that you heare, and haue 


not heard them. The ſelkeſame thing ſay- 
eth Dain Ambroſe in expounding the ſirſt 
chapter of the ſirſt Epiſtle to the Coꝛinthi⸗ 
ans, aſtirming openly that wehoſocuer belce⸗ 
ueth in Jeſus Ch2tite, is become rightuous 
without woꝛkes and without any gelert, & 


receiueth foꝛgiuenes of his ſinnes vp faith a⸗ 


lone. Alſo he affirmeth the ſame thing in an 
epiſtle which he wꝛiteth to Ircneus ſaying: 
let no man boaſt of his owiie wozkes,fo2 no 
ma becometh rightuous by his oon works: 
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foꝛſomuch as he is made rightuouſe by Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt. Then is it fapth that deliuereth 
by Chꝛiſtes blud: foꝛ happie is he whoſe ſin 
S. Ber- is foꝛgiuen and pardoned. And S. Bernard in 
nard. his thꝛeſtoꝛe and ſeuenteenth Sermon vp- 
pon the Ballet of Ballets, cõfirmeth p ſame, 
ſaying that our own merifes beare no ſway 
at all in making vs rightuouſe, which thyng 
mnik be attributed wholly vnto grace which 
maketh vs rightuouſe freely, and lykewyle 


diſchargeth vs from the bondage of fin, And 


he addeth, that Jeſus Chꝛiſt marieth v ſoule 
and cupleth it vnto himſelke by fayth, with⸗ 


ont that ante deſert of our woꝛkes oughte oz 


can come betwene. But bicauſe J will not 

be to long, J wil make an ende of mine alle⸗ 
gations, when J haue vttered one verie no⸗ 

table and god ſaying of Sainet Ambroſis in 

Gen. 17. his boke intituled of Jacob concerning the 
blellid life, The aide holie man ſaith, y like 

A very as lacob hauing not on his owne behalfe de⸗ 
good con= ſerued the birth right,ſhzowded himſelf vn⸗ 
pariſs how der the apparel oł his bꝛother, clothed him⸗ 
— ſelf with his garment which velded a verie 
— aber Werte ſent and in that wiſe pꝛelented him⸗ 
dulenelte ok ſelk to his father to receiue p bliling vnder 
Jeſus another mans perſon to his own behof:cuen 
Chai, bo is if requiſite foz vs to clothe our _ 
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with the rightuouſeneſle of Jeſus Chꝛiſt by 
faith and to ſh2zowd our ſelues vnder the di⸗ 
uine purenes of our eldeſt bꝛother, if we wil 
be receyued foꝛ rightuouſe afoꝛe God. And 
certeinly this is true. Foz if we apptere bes 
foꝛe God vnclothed of the rightuouſenes ol 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt: dut of all dout we ſhalbe iud⸗ 
ged woꝛthy of euerlaſting damnation, But 
tontrari wiſe, it God ſee vs appareted with 
the rightuouſenes of his ſonne Chꝛiſt: then 
wil he ſurcly take vs foꝛ rightuouſe, & holie, 
and wozthy of eternall lyfe. And verely it is 
a great raſhneſſe in ſuch as pꝛetend to attein 
J. to rightuouſenes by the keping of gods come - 
| maundemẽts, which arc al compꝛehended i in 
louing God with all eur harte, with all our 
ſoule, and wyth al our ſtrength,+ our ey | 
bour as our ſeif. But who is ſoarrogit oz fo Nm M 
mad as to pꝛeſume Phe is able to perfoꝛme = _— 
thoſe commaundements to the ful? Oz who e e® 
ſeth not that gods lawe requyꝛeth perfed 1. lawe. 
loue, and condemneth all vnperkectnes? Let 
cuery man conſider welt his owne wozkes, | 
which partly ſhall ſeme god vnto him: and 5 
he ſhall fynd that they ought rather to be cal 
led tranſgreſ ſions of that moſt holie Lawe, 
acco2ding alſo as they be altogither vnclean 
and vnperfect,ſo that he r be faync to bt⸗ 
| . ter 
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fer this ſaying of Dauids, Enter not into 
iudgment with thy ſeruant O Lo2d, foꝛ no 
manlining ſhalbe found ryghtuouſe in thy 
fixht. And Salomõ ſapth who is he that may 


ſap, my hart is cleane? And lob crpeth out, 


Mlhat man is he that can be vndefpled, and 
what man bozne of woman tan ſhew him⸗ 
ſelfe rightuouſe? Behold he found no ſted⸗ 
faſtnes among bis ſaints, yea the heauens 
are not cleane in his ſyght. Bow much moꝛe 
abhominable and filthy is man, who dzink⸗ 
eth iniquitie as it were water? And ſaing 


1. ö0hn. 2 John ſapeth, ik we ſay we be without ſinne, 
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. we detciue our ſelues. And ſpecially our ſas 


uisur 3eſus Chꝛiſt teacheth vs to ſay, as oł⸗ 
ten as we pꝛap, Forgjue vs all our treſpaſles 
as vve forgue them chat trelpaſſe againſt vs, 
And hereby map well be gathered the folie 
of thoſe y make merchadylc of their wozks, 
pꝛeſuming to ſaue by them, not oneipthem- 
ſelues,but alio their netbours,as though 6ur 
L.92d Jeſus Chaiſt had not ſapd vnto them. 
VAhen pe haue done all p euer is cõmaun⸗ 


Luke. 1 ded vou, fay ve, we be vnpꝛofitable ſcruats: 


we haue done but as we ought to doe. Pe ſep 
5 although wer had perfoꝛmed gods law to 
p kull, vit neuertheles we ſhold eſteme x call 
our ſclues n ſeruats, New then, 


ſeing 


of Chriſtes death. 


ſeing that men are fo farre of from this full 
perfozmace:who is he that dareth be ſo bold 
as to gloziſte himſclfe that he hath added ſo 
great an onerplus of deſeruings aboue p ful 
meaſure,as he may haue to deale abzode vn 
to others? But to returne to our purpoſe, J 
would that the pꝛoude ſinner which beareth 
himſelk in hand that he maketh himſelf rigg 
tuouſe befoze God by doing ſome wozks 
which are allowable to p wozld,wold conff- 
der that al p woꝛks which p2ocede out of an 
vncleane and foule hart, are alſo vncleane c 
filthie, and cõſequently cannot be acteptabls 
. vnto God, noꝛ haue any power to make the 
partie rightuouſe. Therfoze we mult firft of 
all clenze p hart, it we mind that our wozks ; 
ſhould pleaſe God, The clenzing of the harte 
p2ocedeth of faith, as the holy goſt affirmeth 
by the month of S. Peter? Then mult we not Acts! ye 
fay that the varightuouſe perſon and the ſins 
ner becommeth rightuouſe, god, and acceps 
fable vnto god by his owne wozkes:but we 
muſte of neceſſitie conclude, that fapth clen⸗ 
eth aur hartes, and maketh vs god, rygh⸗ 

tuouſe and acceptable befoꝛe GD D, and 
kurthermoꝛe cawſeth our wozkes to pleaſs 
dem, notwittzſtading that they be altogither 

D. ij. ap 


woes cf | | | 
1 — trew faith, (notwithſtanding that they be ? 
' #. thoughthei Wholly finfull and coꝛrupt of themſelucs,) 

ve vnper ſhall neuerthcles be p2ayſed 4 allowed by 
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vnp2ofitable and vnperſit. Foz inaſmuch as 
we be become ß child2e of god though faith: 
he conſidereth our wozkes, not as a ſeuere 
and rigoꝛeuſe iudge, but as a moſt merciful 
Father, hauing pitie of our fraylenes, 4 re- 
garding vs as p mebers of his eldeſt ſonne, 
whoſe perfection rightuouſenes doth ſup⸗ 
ply all our vaclennes 4 imperkection, which 
are not lated to our charge foꝛſomuch as thei 
be couered vnder the purenes and innocẽcie 


of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and come not to iudgemnent 


befoze God, And hercuppon it cemmeth to 


Yow de paſſe, that all our woꝛkes which p2ocede of 


fect, plcale Jeſus Chill in the generall iudgment, bi⸗ 


: * GOD. cauſe they be the fruifes and teſtimonies of | 
our fapth wherby we be ſaued. Foz inſo⸗ 


much as we haue loued p bzethzen of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, we ſhal ſhewe euidently, v we haue 

alſo bin faithful, and bꝛethꝛt᷑ of Chꝛiſt, and 
thercfoze by fayth we ſhalbe put in full poſ⸗ 

ſeſſion ofthe euerlaſting kingdome, which 

our ſouerein Loꝛd god hath pꝛepared foz vs 

Math,2z bef̃oꝛe the creating of the woꝛld: not foz our 
merits ſakes, but thꝛough his mercte, whers 

by he hath chozen vs, t called vs to the 2 
| is 
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ok his goſpel, and made vs ryghtuouſe, to the 
intent to gloꝛiſte vs cuerlaffinaly with his 
only begottẽ ſonne Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who is the 
holines and rightuouſenes of vs , but not of 
them which wyll not confclle that faith is 
ſufficiet of it ſelfe to make a man rightuouſe 
and acceptable to p̃ Lo2d God, whe th2ough 


his fatherly nodnes and Ilouingkindnes offe 


reth æ giueth vs Jeſus Chꝛiſt with his righ⸗ 
tuouſenes, without any deſert or our owne 
wozkes, Tel hat thing can woꝛke oꝛ catiſe a 
man to deſcrne ſo great a gift ⁊ treaſure as 
Jeſus Chailf is:? This treaſure is giuen on⸗ 


\ly thꝛough the grace, fauour, 4 mertifulnes Inwhas | 
of god:and only faith is the thing that recei⸗ maner faith 
ueth ſuch a gift, as to make vs intoy the foz- e 
giuenes of our ſinnes. And therko r when . 
S. Paule # other doctoꝛs ſap, that onelvfarth 

maketh men ryghtuouſe, without wd2kes: 
they mene that it maketh vs to inioy the ge⸗ 
nerall foꝛgiuenes of our ſinnes, to receiue 
Jeſus Chꝛiſte, who (as ſaieth ſainct Paule) Ephe. 3. 
dwelleth in our hartes by fayth, c ouercom- 
ming and pacifying the trubbles of dur con⸗ 
ſcteces,ſatiſfieth gods iuſtite fo2 our ſinnes. 
Furthermoꝛ it appeaſeth gods wꝛath iuſtlt 
moued ageinſt vs, quencheth the fyꝛs of hell 


wherin⸗; our uatural 8 8 did * 
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ds headlong, r cheerfully deſtroieth e oners 
thꝛoweth p Diuel, togither w al his power 
and tiranny: Which thinges, all the wozks 
that all the men in y wozld can lap fogither, 
are not able fo deſerue noꝛ to bing to paſſe, 
That glo2y and that pꝛerogatiue is reſerued 
alonly to the ſonne of God, that is to wit to 
the bliſſed Jeſus Charff, who bath power a⸗⸗ 
boue all the powers that are in Heauen, in 
Earth, and in Hell, and giueth himſelf e his 
merits, to al ſuch as diſtruſting in theſclues 
do ſet their whole hope of being ſaued, in him 
and in his merits, And therefoꝛe let no ma 
begwyle himſlelfe when he hereth it ſayd,, 
that only faith inſtificth without woꝛks: and 
think as falfe chꝛiſtians doe, (who dzawe al 
thinges to liue fleſbly) that the frew faith cõ 
ſiſteth in beleuing the bare ſtozie of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, after the ſame maner as men beleue 
pᷣ ſtoꝛie of Cæſar 02 of Alexander. Such mas 
ner ok belef is but an hiſtoꝛicall belief, groũ⸗ 
ded merely vppon the repoꝛt of men, and vp⸗ 
pon their wzitinges, t lighly impꝛinted in 
our concept by a cerfeine tuſtome, & is like 
to the faith of the Turkes, who foz the [yke 
reaſons beleue p fables of their Alcozane, 
And ſuche a fayth is but an imagination of 
man, which neuer e the hart ef mã 
© nog 
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of Chriſtes death. 
noꝛ warmeth it with the loue of God, nep⸗ 


ther do anp god works inſew oꝛ any chaage 


of like which faith ſhouls bꝛing doꝛth. And 
therfoze they fallip hold opinion, ageinſt the 
holy ſcripture and ageinſt the holy Doco2s 
of the church, that only faith maketh-not mẽ 
rightuouſe, but p they muſt alſo haue wozks 
Unto whom Janſwer, that this hiſtoꝛicatl 
and fond beleef,and all the wozks that inle w 
thereof,are not only vnable to make a man 
rightuouſe:but alſo do caſt the parties head⸗ 
long to the bottom of hel, like vnto thoſe that 


haue none oile in their Lampes, v is fo ſay, 


no liuelp faith in their harts The fayth that 


a 


Mat.12, 


maketh men rightuonſe,ts a wozk of God in Rom, 6. 
* vs wherby our old man 1s cruciſied, and wer 
5 being tranſfoꝛmed in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, beceme 


new creatures, and the derebeloued childze 
of God, This heauenly fayth is it that grat᷑⸗ 
feth vs into the death and reſurrection of 3es 
ſas Chꝛiſt, and conſequently mozfifieth our 
fleſh with the effectes and luſtes therof. Foz 
when we by the operation of fayth do know 
our ſelues fo be dead with Jeſus Cbꝛiſt: we 
are at a full point with our ſelues and with 
the woꝛld, and are thꝛoughly reſolued how 


fi it is meet that'they which are dead with Je⸗ 


E 


0% 


ſus Chꝛiſte, ſhould moꝛtiſie their carthlys 
D. iiij. members, 


The benefite 


members, that is to wit the finfull affecivg 
of their mynd, and the luſtes of the fleſh:and 
fozaſmuch as we know we be rayſed again 
whith Chꝛiſt, we bend our ſclues to the lea⸗ 
ding of a ſpirituall and holie lpfe, like vnta 
that which we ſhall liue in heauen, after the 
laſt reſurrection. This holie faith making 


vs to inoy the generall parden that is publi- \ 


ſhed by the golpel, bzingeth vᷣs into the king 
dome of our god god, and pacifycth our con⸗ 
\ciences,mainfeypning vs in confinewal ioy 
and holie and ſpiritual ſweetnes, This ſelfe 
ſame faithkmifteth vs vnto god, and maketh 
him to dwell in our harts, and clotheth our 
ſowle with himſelf, ſo as thenſefo2th the ho⸗ 
lie Ghoſt moueth vs to do the ſame thinges 
wherunto he moued Jeſus Chꝛiſt whyle he 
was in this woꝛld e was conuerſant among 
men: that is to wit, vnto lowlines, meke⸗ 
nes, obedientnes vnto God, louingnes, and 
other perfeg ions, wherthꝛough we recouer 
the image of god. Foz this ſelfeſame cauſes 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt did rightly attribute bliſſed⸗ 
nes vnto this inſpyꝛed fayth: which bliſſed⸗ 
nes cannot be without gad works & holines 
of lyfe. And how can it be that a chꝛiſtian 
Choid not become hole, ſeing p Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
ir become his holines thꝛough faxth? Ther 

foze 
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koꝛe by fayth we be iuſtiſied and ſaued, and ane 
therfoze S. Paule doth in a maner alwaies aue cal⸗ 
call thoſe Saincs, whom we call now chꝛi⸗ ierh them 
ſtians: :who,if they haue not Chꝛiſtes ſpirit, Sainctes 
are none of Chziſtes, and conſequently no unn 


chꝛiſtians at all. But ifthey haue the ſpirit —— 1 


of Jeſus Chꝛ iſt to rule and gouerne them: 
we mult not dowt, but that although they v that be 
know well p they be made rightuouſe tho- jerry can= 
rough fayth onely : vit fo2 all that they will not ve with 
become neuer the moze ſlouthfull fo do god ont good 
wozkes. Foz Chaiſtes ſpirit is the ſpirit of wames. 
loue:and loue cannot be vdle, noꝛ ceaſe from 
the dwing ol god woꝛkes. But if we will 
ſay the truth, a man can do no god wozkes, 
ercept he firit know himſelfe to be become 
ryghtuouſe by fayth:foz befoze he knoweth 
that, his doing of god wozkes is rather to 
make himſelte ryghtuoufe than fo2 the loue 
and gloꝛie of God: and ſo he defpleth al his 
wozks with felfeloue fo2 the loue of himſelf 
t fo2 his own p2ofite, But he that knoweth 
himſelfe to bee become ryghtuouſe by the 
merites e rightuouſeneſſe of Chꝛiſt, (which 
he maketh his owne by fayth) labozeth hap⸗ 
pilv, and doeth god woꝛks alonly foz þ loue 
and glozie of Chꝛiſt, and not foꝛ loue of him⸗ 
ſelfe, noꝛ to make himſelke rightuoule. And 

| D. v. ther⸗ 
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theruppon if commeth,that ð true chꝛiſtian, 
(that is to wit, ye that accounteth himſcl? 
rightuouſe by reaſon of Chꝛiſtes rightucuſe⸗ 
nelle) aſketh not whither god wozks be cõ⸗ 
maunded oꝛ not: but being whelly moued ? 
pꝛouoked with a certeine violence of Oodly 
loue, he offereth himfelfe willingty to do all 
the woꝛkes that are holy and chꝛiſi ianlpke, 
and neuer ceaſeth to do well. He therefoze 
which ferleth not the meruelous effects by 
his fayth which we haue heretoloꝛe declared 
that the in ſpired faith woꝛketh in the hart of 
the chꝛiſtian. Let him aſſure himſelf, that he 
A hath not the chꝛiſtian faith, and let him pꝛay 
Þ earneſtiy vnto God to giue it hym, ſaying: 
Mark 9. L ozd, help myne vnbelerf. and whe he here- 
4 reth it ſaid p only faith maketh men rightu⸗ 
onſe:let him not deteiue himſelf s ſap, what 
nedez to wery my ſelf in doing god works, 
faith is inough to ſend me to pP radyſeꝛto ſuch 
A one 4 anſwere,y enip fapth ſendeth vs to 
pcradiſe: but pit let him take awd hede foꝛ þ 
| 4 diuels do alſo beleue £ trible,as ſaicth ſain 
| Tames, 2, James, O miſerable man wilte thou go with 
then to Paradiſe 2 By this falſe concluſion 
tou maieſt know, (my b2other,) in what 
an errour thou art, ſeꝛ thou werneſt to haue 


the faytkz _ mabeth men rightroule _ 
ou 
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thou haſte it not. Thou ſayeſt thou art ryche a 
and haſt no nede of any thing:: and thou ſeeſt 
not how thou art poze, wꝛetched, blynd, and 
naked. I counſell thee to bwy gold of GDD, 
that is thꝛoughly fired with fyꝛe, (that is to 
ſap, trew faith (ct on fy2e with god wozks, ) 
to the intent thou mayeſt become riche: and 


Apoc.3. 


fo clothe thy ſelf with white ramet , (that is 


to wit with Chꝛiſtes innocencie,)to the end 
that the ſhame of thy nakedneſſe, (which is 
the greate filthineſſe of thy ſinnes) be not 
ſeene to the whole wþ2id. Then is the iuſti⸗ 
fying fayth as it were a flame of fyꝛe, which 


tannot but caſt fozth bꝛightnes. And lyke as 


the flame burneth the wod without the help 
of the light, and pit the lame cannot be with 
out the light: ſo is it aſſuredly trew, p fapth 
alone conſumeth + burneth away ſinne with 
out the helpe of woꝛks, and vit that the ſame 
fa th cannot be without god wozks, Mher⸗ 
foꝛe, like as if we ſce a flame of fyꝛe that gi⸗ 
ueth no light, we knowe biandby y it is but 
vayne and painted: euen ſo when we ſee not 
ſome light of god woꝛks in a man, it is a to⸗ 


ke 5 he hath not ö true inſpired fayth, which James 
god giueth to his chozen, to inffifie and glo⸗ wen = 


F itaelp 


copariſon il | 


what S. 


con 


riffe them withall, And hold it foꝛ certcpne, 5 — 


that — lames ment ſo when he ſapd, 


— 2 


lames, 2. 


ſhe we 


The benefyte | 


ſhewe me thy fapth by thy woꝛks, and J wil 
ſhewe ther my fayth by my wozkes. Fo2 his 
mening was, p he which is plundged in am 
: bitionſenes, and wozldly pleaſures,beleucth 
I 4 not, though he ſay he beleue) foꝛaſmuch as 
A bear he ſheweth not in himlelf the effects of faith, 
© exmpailon. Alſo we may likẽ this holy faith to the god⸗ 

Y head which is in Jeſus Chꝛiſt:who being ve 
ry man (but withoute ſin) dyd wonderkull 
thinges, healing the ſicke, giuing ſight to the 
blind, walking vppon the water, and raiſing 
vp the dead, vnto lifte agein: t vit theis mar 
uelouſe wozkes were not the cauſe that hee 
was GSD. Fo2 befoꝛe he did ante of thoſe 
things, he was God and the lawfull and ons 
libegotten ſonne of God, and he neded not to 
wozk thoſe miracles to make himſelf god bi 
them, but foꝛaſmuch as he was god, therfoꝛe 
he did the, And ſo, the miracles that Chꝛiſt 
wꝛought made him not to be god, but ſhewed 
openly that he was Cod. In like wiſe, trewe 
faith is as it were a godhead in the-ſowle ol 
a chꝛiſtian, which doeth wonderouſe works 
and is neuer weary of well doing: and pit 
thoſe woꝛks are not p cauſe ya chꝛiſtiã is a 
chꝛiſtian, (p is to wit, that he is rightuouſe 
god, holp, and acceptable vnto God, neither 


needeth he to woꝛke all thoſe god wozkes to 
| become 
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of Chriſtes death. 


become ſuch a one. But fozaſmuch as he is a 
Chꝛiſtian by fayth, like as Jeſus Chꝛiſt be⸗ 
ing a man was alſo God by his Godhead:he 
doeth all thoſe god woꝛkes, which make not 
the chꝛiſtian to be rightuouſe and god, but 
ſhewe him to be god rightuouſe + holie. So 
then, like as Chꝛiſtes Godhead was yp cauſe 
that he w2ought miracls: cucn ſo faith woꝛ⸗ 
king thꝛough loue, is þ cauſe of p god works 
that a chziſten ma doeth. And like as a man 
map ſay of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, p he hath done this 
miracle oꝛ that, and that thoſe miracles, be⸗ 
ſides Þ they gls2ified God, were alſo a great 

\ honoz vnto Jeſus Chꝛiſt as he was ma,who 
fo2 his obedience euen vnto death, was res 
compenced at gods hand in his reſurrection, 
and had gyuen vnto him all power but in 
heauen and earth, which he had not afoꝛe as 
in reſpect of his manhod, but deſerued it by 
the vnion which is betwirt the woꝛd of Gap 
and the manhod or Chꝛiſt: Do doth faith in a 
chꝛiſtian, which faith by reaſen ef the vnion 
that if hath with y ſoule, attributeth y thing 
fo the one which is pꝛoper to p other: wher⸗ 
vppon it commeth, that p holy ſcripture pꝛo⸗ 
miſeth the chꝛiſtian euerlaſting life fo2 hys 
god wozks bicauſe quod woꝛks are p frutes 
and teſtimonies of lively fapth, t pꝛotede of 
it 
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it as light pꝛocedeth from a flame of fp2e,acs | 


co2ding as J haue ſapd horefofoze , And by 
this holy faith which imbꝛaſeth Jeſus chꝛiſt 
it commeth to palſe that our ſowle is iop⸗ 
ned with Chꝛiſt and ts fo vnited and knit fo 
him, that whatſoeuer Chꝛiſt hath merited x 
deſerued, the ſame is imputed vnto the ſoule 
as though it had merifed deſerued it. And 


therfoꝛe S. Auſtin ſayth that God crowneth 


his owne giftes in vs. Of thys vnion of the 
ſoule with Jeſus Chꝛiſt, Chꝛiſt himſelf bea⸗ 


reth god reco2d wher he pꝛayeth to his Fas - 


ther foz his Apoſtles, and foꝛ ſuche as ſhould 
beleue in him by their pꝛeaching. J pꝛap not 
(ſayeth he) fo2 the only:but alſo foꝛ all thoſe 
that ſhall beleue in me thꝛough their woꝛd, 
to the end they may be al one thing, that like 
as thou my Father arte in me c J in thee, ſo 
they alſo may be one in vs, « that the world 
may beleue that thou haſt ſent mer, and that 
J haue giuen the the gloꝛie which thou haſte 
giuen mee, ſo as they ſhould be one ſelfſame 
thing like as thou and J are one. Wherby it 
appereth euidently, that it we beleue p woꝛd 
of the Apoſtles, (who pꝛeached that Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt died fo2 our ſinnes and roſe agein fog 
our inffification ) we become all one thyng 
with him: and fozaſmuch as he is _—_— 
wi 


— —. — 
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of Chriſtes death, 


with Gor, we alio become all one with God Cor 6 
by the meane of Jeſus Chꝛiſt. O wonderfull ? . O. 
gloꝛie of the chꝛiſtian, to whom it is graun⸗ 

ted thꝛough fayth, to poſſeſſe the vnſpeakable 
benrfites which the Angels long to beholde. 

By this pꝛeſent diſcourie a man may playn⸗ 

ly perteiue the differente, that is betwixt vs 

and them that defend p iuſtiſication by fayth 

and wozk-s togither Herein we agree with 

them that we ſtabliſh woꝛlts, affirming that 

the fayth which iuſtiſieth tannot be without 

god works, and that thoſe which are become 
rightuouſe are they that do the god wozkes 


ſpzincled, clenzeth the vncleane, as touching 


that may rightly be called god woꝛkes. But, peter. 2 
we differ from the in this, that we ſay, that : 
faith maketh men rightuouſe withoute the 
helpe of wozkes . And the reaſon is redy: 
namely bycawſe that by fayth wee putte on. , 
Chꝛiſt, and make hys hol pneſſe and rightu⸗ Gala. 3. 
ouſeneſſe to b ours. And ſeyng the cace ſo 
ſtcandeth, that Chꝛiſtes rightuouſeneſſe is 
gyuen vs by faith: Me cannot be ſo thanks 
leſſe, biypnde, and vnhappye as not to beleue 
that he is of ſuffytient abilitie, fo make vs 
(acceptable and ryghtuouſe betoze G OD. 
Lette vs ſaye with the Apoſtle, if the blud of Hebr. 9. 
ren and Gotes and the aſſhes of a Cow 


the 


| 
M 
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p clenzing of » fleſh: how much moꝛe ſhal the 
blud of Jeſus Chꝛiſt who by the everlaſting 
fpirit offered himſelfe vndeftled vnto God, 
clenze cur conſciences from dead woꝛkes to 
ſerue the liuing God? J pꝛey the now, thou 
god c deuout chꝛiſtian, conſider well which 
of theis two opinions is the treweſt, holpeſt, 


and woꝛthieſt to be pꝛeached: Durs, which 


aduaunceth the benefyte of Jeſus Cheiſt, £+ 
pulleth down the pꝛide of man which would 
cralt his owne wozks ageinſt Chꝛiſtes glo⸗ 
rie: o2 the other which by affirming that 
fayth of it ſelfiuiTeth not, defaccth the glo 


rie and benefyte of Jeſus Chꝛiſtand puffeth , 


vp the pꝛyde of man, who cannot abyde to be 


iuſtified freelp by our Lo2de Jeſus Chaiſf, 


without ſome merit ol his owne. But(lape 
they) it is a gret quickning vp to god works, 
to ſay that a ma maketh himſelf rightuouſe 
befoꝛe god by means of them. J anſwer, that 
we alſo confefſe that god wozkes are acceps 
table to god, t that he of his mere grace and 
free liberalitie recompenſcth them in Nara⸗ 
diſe. But we ſay moꝛeouer, that no wozkes 
are god, ſauing thoſe Þ as (S. Auſtin ſaieth) 


are done by the that are become rightuouſe 


though fayth,bicauſe that if the tree be not 
god, it cannot yeld god frute, And kurther⸗ 
| moze 
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moꝛe we ſaye that ſuch as are become ryghy 
tuouſe thzongh faythe, fozaſmuch as they 
knowe themſelues to be ryghtnouſs thaough 
Gods parchaſed by Chailte: 
make no bargayning with GDD foz their 
wozkes , as though they would bwy their 
maner of iulſkification ſuche as it is, with 
them: but being inflamed with the loue of 
DD,and deſirouſe to glozifte Jeſus chiit 
who hath made them rightuouſe by gang 
them his merites and riches, they beffowal 
their whole ſkndy and laboz to doe gods wil, 
fighting mankully againſt the loue of thelel⸗ 
Lues, and againft the wozld and the Dinclk 
And when they fall th2zoughe frayitie of the 


are ſo much the moꝛe defirous to doe god; F 
ſo much the moꝛe in loue with their Gov, 
conſidering that he lapeth not their ſinnes fo 
| their charge, bitauſe they be ingraffed into 
' Jeſus Ch2ifte,who hath made full amends 
fo2 all his members the tree of his 
croſſe, and maketh continuall infcrceAid foz 
them to the eternal Father, whofoz the loue 
of his onety begotfen ſonne, beholveththene 
alwayes with a gentle countenante, gouer- 
ning and defending chem as his mol veare 
childzen, and in the end giving them the he⸗ 


l flech, thei recouer themſelnes by and by an 
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ritage of the world, making them like fachio 


ned to the gloꝛious Image of Chʒiſt. Theſe 
louing motions are the ſpurs that pꝛick foꝛ⸗ 
ward y true chꝛiſtiùs to do god wozks:who 
confidering 9 they are becom the childze of 
god thꝛough faith,+ made parfakersof his di 
uine nature, are fturred vp by the holy ghoſt 
dwelling in thẽ, to liue as it becometh y.chil 
dꝛen of ſogreat a loꝛd, and are greatly aſha- 
meds they maintein not the beauty of their 
Heaufli nobleſſe:t thcrfoze they impley their 
whole indeuer fo the folowing of their firſt- 


-bozn b2other Jeſus chꝛiſt, liuing in gret low 


lines & meckneſſe,inal things ſeking y glo- 
rp of God, giuing their lines fo2 their bꝛe⸗ 
thzen,dwing god to their enemies, gloꝛ ving 
iy ſufferance of repꝛoches, ⁊ in the croſſe of 
our Lo2d Jeſus chꝛiſt, 3 ſaying W Zacharie: 

Ve be deliuered out of the hand of our eni⸗ 


mies, to ſerue god witheut feare, in holines 


and rightuouſeneſſe all the daes of our life. 
They ſay with Saind Paule: The grace of 
the Loꝛd is appeared to aboliſhe all wicked⸗ 
neſſe and all woꝛldly deſires in vs, to the 
end we ſhould liue a ſobꝛe, holy and honeſt 
lpke in this woꝛld, wapting foz the bliſſed 
hope, and foꝛ the gloꝛiouſe appearing of the 
great God and Sauiour. There t ſuch 7 8 | 

like 
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of Chriſtes death, 


wꝛought by inſpired fapth in the ſoules ol 
them that are become richttouſe. And as foz 
him that either wholly oꝛ partip feeleth not 
theſe godly affections and operations in his 
hart, but is gyuen auer to the fleſhe and the 
woꝛld: let him aſſure humſelfe that hee hath 
not vit the iuſtif ping faith, noꝛ is the mem⸗ 
ber of Chiilt, bicauſe he hath not Chꝛiſtes 
ſpirit, and conſequently is none of his, and 
he that is none of Chꝛiſta, is no chꝛiſtian. 

Then let mans wiſdome ceaſe hencefoꝛth to 


fight agaynſt the rightnonſeneſſe of the moſt 
| holy faith, and let vs giue all the gloꝛie of 


like thoughtes ,'defires. and affections: are 


Rom, 8. 


our inftification,'to the merits ot JESUS Gala. 3. 


Chꝛiſt, with whom we bee clothed thozough 
kaith. 


\ The * feb C bane: | } 
In what wyſe the Chriſtian is dothed 
| with leſus Chriſt. 


A Uthough that by the things afozeſard.a 

man may eaſely and plainly inongh per⸗ 
teiue, hows a Chꝛiſtian maye cloth him 
fcife with Jeſus Chꝛiſtse: pit neuertheleſſe, 
Imynde to ſpeake a little of it, aſſuring my 
N belle, that vatoo the 2 and me. 
E. ij. 207 
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The benefyte 


Chꝛiſtian, it tan ſieme nether grenouſe noz 
troubleſome to ſpeake thereof, although the 
thing were repeted a thouſand times. Ther 
foze I ſay that the Chꝛiſtian knoweth that 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt togither with al his righteouſ- 
neſſe,holineſfe and innocencie, is his owne 
th:ough faith. And like as when a man pur⸗ 
poſeth to pzeſent himſeife befoꝛe ſome great 
Loꝛd 02 Mꝛince, he labozeth to aray him ſelf 
in ſome fapꝛe and coſtly apparell: eucn ſo, 
when the chꝛiſtian is decked and arayed w 
the innocencie of Chill, t with all his per⸗ 
fettion, he pꝛeſenteth himſelf boldely befoze 
God the Lo2d of all, aſſuring him ſelfe,thaf 
thꝛough chꝛiſtes merits, he is in as god cace 
as if he had purchaced all that which Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt hath purchaced and deſerued . And 
truely, faith maketh cuery of vs to poſſeſſe 
Chꝛiſt and all that is his, as we poſſeſſe our 
own garment .. And thercfoze to be clothed 
with Jeſus chꝛiſt, is nothing elſe but fo be- 
leue fo2 a certaintie, that Chꝛiſte is Wholly 
durs: and ſo is he in very deed, if we belene 
fo,and hold our ſelues aſſured, that by the 
ſame heauenly garmet we be receiued into 
fauo2 befoze god, Fo2 it is molt certain that 
he as a molt deere father hath giuen vs his 
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ſonne: meaning that al his rightuouſnes, : 
all 
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of Chriſtes death. 


all thaf euer he is, can, oꝛ hath done, ſhold be 
in our power E᷑ iuriſdictid, in ſuch wile as it 
ſhould be lawful foꝛ vs to make our boaſt of 
the,as if we had done,purchaced © deſcrued 
them by our own ſtrength. And whoſoever 
beleneth this, ſhal find that his beleef is god 
and tru, as we hauc ſhewed heretofoze, The 
mull the chꝛiſtian haue a ſtedfatt faith + be- 
leer that all the gods, all the graces, t all the 
riches of Jeſus chʒiſt, are his:fo2 fith y God 
hath giuen vs Jeſus ch2ift himſelf, how ſhold 


things w him? Now if this be true, as tru it 
is in deed:the chꝛiſtiã may rightly ſay,Jam 
p child of nod,x Jeſus chꝛiſt is my bꝛother. 
Jam Lo2dof heaue x earth, of hell and of 
death, e ofthe law, in ſo much as the law ca- 
not accuſe me noꝛ lay any curſe vpd me, bi⸗ 
cauſe the righteouſnes of god is becom myn, 
And this faith is it alone Þ maketh a man fo 
bs called a chꝛiſtian, which tlotheth him w 
Jeſus chꝛiſt as we haue ſaid afoꝛe. And bold 
ly may this be called a great miſterp, wher- 
vnder are cõteined maruelous things, and 
things not herd ol cõcerning the great God, 
which cannot enter into mans hart, except 
god do firkf ſofte it with bis holy grace, as he 
bath pꝛomiſed to do by his holy pophet lay 
; ij. ung., 


it be poſſible that he hath not giuen vs all Rom, B. | 


The benelite 


ing, J will giue vou a new hart, and J will! 
put a new mynde into vou, and J wyll take | | 
away the ſtony hart out of your bodie, and 
A will giue pou a hart of fleſhe. Now then, 
he that beleueth not after the ſayde mancr, | | 
that Jeſus Chꝛiſte with all the gods that he | | 
poſleſſeth, is his: cannot call himſelfa trem . 
chꝛiſtian, noꝛ euer haue a quiet and iopfull : 
conſcience, noꝛ a god and feruent cozage to 
do god: but ſhall eaſy faint in doing of god | 1 

[ 

h 

a 


wozks, yea and mo2couer he ſhall neuer be 

able to do wozks that are truly god. This. 

only belcef and truſt that we haue in the me 

rits of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, maketh men trew chꝛi⸗ þ j 

ſtians, ſtowt, cherful, merrie, louers of God, t 

readie to do god wozkes,. polleſſers of gods x; 

kingdome and ol god himſelfe, and his right c. 

derebeloued childꝛen, in whome the holie o 

Ghoſte doth truly dwell. That hart is ſo ir 

cowardlp, cold, and vyle, which conſidering || j 

the ineſlimable greatncs of the gift that god | y, 

Jeſus , hath beffowed vpponhimin giuing hin his p. 

Ebnif 4 owne ſo welbelcued ſonne with all his per» | th 

— ; fectnes : is not inflamed with an exceding in 

Suns. carneft deſyze, to become like vnto him in & 

god wozkes 2 ſpecially ſeing that the Fa- ne 

ther hath giuen him vnto vs foz an example | ov 
whereon we mult contine wallp lane, fra- 4 

ming 25 


of Chriſtes death, 


ming our lyfe after ſuch a ſoꝛt, as if maye- 
be a trew counterpaine of the iyfe of Jeſus | 
Chꝛiſte, foꝛaſmuch as Chꝛiſte (as fayeth: . Peter. a | 
Sant Peter) hathe fuffered fo2' vs; lea⸗ 2 
| uing vs an inſample , to the ende that we 


ſhoulde folowe his foteſteppes; Out of this 
conſideracion ifſeweth another kind of clo-/ 
thing of a manes ſelfe with Chꝛiſt, which 
| we may terme An exampleclothinge, fozſo 

much as the chꝛiſtian mult frame his whole 
lpfe after the example of Chꝛiſt, faſhyoning 
bimſelflike vnto him in all his dedes woꝛds 
and thowghtes, leauing his foꝛmer wicked 
Jyfe,anddecking himſelf with thenewipfe, 
that is fo wit with the lyfe ol Thailfe , By'p, 1. 4. 
reaſon wherofſaine Paule ſayeth: Let vs Rom Fi: 
caſt away the wozks of darkneſſe, and put 5 
on the a: mour of lygbt, not in keaſting, noz 
in dzunkenneſſe, noꝛ in chambering and 
wantonneſſe, 2 in ſtrpfe: but put vpon 
pou the Loꝛde Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and make no 
pꝛeparation fo2 the fleſh, no2 fo2 the luſtes 
therof. Berruppon the frew Chziftian being 
in loue with Jeſus Chꝛiſt, ſayeth in himſell. 
Sith that Jeſus Chꝛiſte, not hauing anye 
neede of me, hathe redemed me with his 
bo blud, and is become poꝛe ts inrich me: 
E n Uikewiſeginemy gods pra ꝭ my very 
E.iiij. lyfe 
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Math. i: 


The benefite 


lyfe fo2 the lone & welfare of my neighbour. 
And like as J am clothed with Jeſus chꝛiſt 
foz the lone he hath boꝛne to me: ſo will 4 
haue my neighvoꝛ in Chꝛiſt to cloth himnfcif 
with me + with my gods likewiſe, fo2 the 
lone that J beare him fo2 ch2iſtes ſake. He 
doth not ſo, is no true chꝛiſtian, foz he cãnot 
ſay that he loueth Jeſus thꝛiſt, if he loue not 
the mebers & bꝛothers ot him: and if we loue 
not our neighbour foz whoſe ſake chꝛiſt hath 
ſhed his blud, we cannot truely ſay that we 
loue Jeſus ch2iſt:who being equall w God, 
was obedient to his father, euen to p death 
of the croſſe, ę hath loued + redeemed vs, gi⸗ 


uing himſelſe vnto vs, with all that euer he 


bath, After the ſame mancr, we being rich x 


hauing abundance of god things at Chziltcs 


hand, muſt alſo be obedient vnto god, to offer 

t giue our wozks & al that we haue, vea and 
euen our ſelues to our neighbours and bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen in Jeſus Chziſt, ſeruing them & hel- 


ping them at their need, and being to thẽ as 
Another Chꝛiſt. And like as Jeſus Chiſt 


was lowly and gentle, and far from all de⸗ 

bate and ſtryfe: ſo muſt wee ſet aur whole 

mynde vpon lowelineſſe c mickneſſe, eſche⸗ 

wing all ſtryte and impatiẽte, as wel which 

tonſiſt in woꝛds and reaſoning; as a 1 
| nd 


n 


of Chriſtes death. 


And as in Jeſus Chꝛiſte hath indured al the 
perſecutions and ſpytes of the woꝛld foꝛ the 


gloꝛie ol God:ſo mult wer with all patient⸗ 


neſſe cheerfully beare the perſecutions and 


repꝛoches that are done by falſe chꝛiſtians 2. Tim.2 


to all ſuche as will liue faythfully in Jeſus 
Chꝛiſte:who gauc his life foꝛ his encmyes, 
and pꝛaped foz them vppon the croſſe:and fo 
mult we alſo pzay always foz our enemies, 


and willingly ſpend our lyfe foꝛ their wel⸗ 


fare. And this is to folowe Chꝛiſts ſteppes, 


- acco2ding as ſainct Peter ſapeth. Foz when 


we knowe Jeſus Ch2ift with all his riches 
to be our owne god, (which thing, is fo bee 
clothed with Chꝛiſt, and to become pure and 
cleane without ſpot): there remapneth no⸗ 
thing moze foꝛ vs to do, but to gloꝛiſpe God 
by folowing the lyfe of Jeſus Chꝛiſte, and to 
do to our bzethzen as Chꝛiſte hathe done to 
vs:and ſpecially foꝛſomuch as we bee war⸗ 
ranted by his woꝛd, that whatſoeuer we do 
to his bzethzenand ours, he accepteth it as 
a benefyte done to himſelf. And dowticile ſe⸗ 
ing that the trewe chziſtians are the mem⸗ 
bers of Chziff : we cannof do eyther god 03+ 
euill tothetrew Chꝛiſtians, but wer do il 


likewyſe vnto Chzilt,in ſo much that he re⸗ 
| toyceth oz luffereth in his members, There- 


E. v. fozs 
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| The benefite 
Thercfoꝛe like as Jeſus Chꝛiſf is our clo- 


thing by faith: ſo alſo muſt we thꝛough Tone 


become the clothing ol our bꝛethꝛen, t haue 
as god care of them as of our owne bodies: 
foꝛ they be members of dur bodie, whereof 
Che iſte is the heade. And this is the godly 
loue and charitie which ſpꝛingeth and pꝛo⸗ 
cc deth of the true vnfepned faith, which god 
hath bꝛeathed into his electe: which faith (as 
fayeth Saint Paule) wozketh by loue Bows 


Nom. 12, beit, foꝛ aſmuth as the lpfe of our Lo2de Je- 


ſus Chꝛiſt, wherewithall wee mut bee clo⸗ 


1 2 z 1.Tim1 thed, was a continuall creffe, full ot trou⸗ 


| Gala.5 bles, repꝛoches, and perſecutions 2 if wee 


| John 16. 


| Phi 3. 


will faſhion our ſelues like vnto his life, we 
mult contintally beare the troſſe, as hee him 


| Luke, 9. ſelfe ſapeth: Jfany man will come after 


mer, let him foꝛſake him ſelfe and take vp 
his croffe aud followe me , But the chief 
cauſe of this croſſe is, fo2 that our GD D 
purpolcth to moztifie the affections of our 
minde and the luſtes of our flefhe by that ex⸗ 
erciſe : to the end wee may conte pue in our 


ſelues the great perfection wherein wee bee 


tompꝛiſed by our Loꝛd J ESN Chzift, 


by being gratfed info him. Alſo his will is, 


that our fayth being kyned like golde in the 


foznace of troubles, ſhould ſhine bzightf ar 


* as 
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PFC 


of Chriſtes death. 


his gloꝛie. Mo2eourr, his intent is, that we 
by our infirmifics ſhould ſet out his great 
power, which the woꝛlde in diſpite of it, be- 


holdeth in vs, inaſmuch as our frayeltie be- 
commeth ſtrong by troubles and perſecuti⸗ 


ons, and the moꝛe that it is beaten downe 

and oppꝛeſſed, ſo much the moꝛe is it ſtrong 

and ſtedfaſf, Whereof the Apoſtle Saint 

Paule ſapeth, we carrie this treaſure in ear⸗ Cor. 112 
then vellelles, that the excellencie of the po⸗ Cor. 4. 
wer might bee Gods and not ours. On all = : 
ſides we ſuffcr tribulation, but we are not 
oucrcomme : wee be poꝛe, but not ouer- 
comme ofpouertie: wee ſuffer perſecution, 

but pit are we not foꝛſaken: we be diſpiſed, 

but pit we periſh not: and ſo we dayly beare 

about vs the dying of our Loꝛd zeſus Chꝛiſt 

in our bodie, that the life of Jeſus Chꝛiſte 

map alſo be openly ſhewed in vs. And ſee- 

ing the caſe is ſo, that our Lo2d Jeſus chꝛiſt 

and all his deare Diſeiples gloꝛiſied God by 
tribulations:let vs alſo imbꝛace them iope⸗ 

fully, and ſaye with the Apoſtle Saincte 

Paule, GD foꝛbid that J ſhould gloꝛv ſaue G la. - 
in the eroſſe of our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt: and 
let vs ſo deale, as the woꝛld may ( whither it 
will oꝛ no)perceiue « ſee w his eies, p wõder 
falsffets ᷣ god wozketh in ſuch as ſincere iy 
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The benefyte 


imbꝛate the grace of his goſpell. Let vs ſo 
deale J ſap, as the woꝛldlings may ſ& with 
how great quietnes of mynd the trew chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians indure the loſſe of their gods, p death 
of their childꝛen, launders, the diſeaſes of þ 
bodie, the perſecutions of falſe chꝛiſtians: 
and alſo that they may ſe how the only true 
ch:iſftans do woꝛſhip God in ſpirit 4 truth, 
taking in god woꝛth at his hand whatſoe- 
uer happencth,+ holding al that he doth to be 
god rightfull & holie, pꝛaiſing him alwaies 
fo2 the ſame, whither it be in pꝛoſperitie oz 
aduerſitie, thaking him as a moſt graciouſe 
and louing father, and acknowledging it foz 
a right great gift of gods godnes, to ſuffer as 
ny aduerſitie, and chefly fo2 the goſpell & foz 
folowing the ſteps of Chꝛiſt: ſpecially fo2s 
aſmuch as we know, that tribulation ingen⸗ 


dat dot dꝛeth patience,and patience triall, and trial 


hope, and hope maketh vs not aſhamed. A ſay 
that patience ingendꝛeth triall, bicauſe that 
wheras God hath pꝛomiſed help in truble fo 
ſuch as truſt in him, we find it by erpericce, 
in that we continew ſtrong and ſtedlaſt ail 
the while, and are vphelden by the hand of 
God, which thing we could not do with all 
the powers that we haue of our owne . So 
then by patience we fynd that our 102d — 
nue 


> Ls Ht. i At 


of Chriſtes death. 


ſo | uecth vs the help that he hath pꝛomiſed vs at 

th | our neede, whereby our hope is confirmed, 

:1- | Andit were an ouergreat vnthankfulneſſe 

th | not to truſt to ſuch an ayd and fauour foꝛ the 

*S | tyme to come, as we haus found by experi⸗ 

5: | enceto be ſocertein and ſtedfaſt herefofoze. 

ne But what neede we ſo manie wo2des? It Rom. 8. 
h, | ought to ſuffyʒe vs to knowe, that the trew | 
e- | chiſfians are though tribulation clothed 

je | with the image of our loꝛd Jeſus ch211t tru⸗ 

g | cifyed: which if we beare willingly 4 with 
32 | 4 god hart, we ſhall in the ende be clothed E | 
ſe | With the image of Jeſus Chaift gloifpen. Cr. 
2 | Foꝛ as the paſſions of Jeſus Chꝛiſte doe a- or.. 
z- | bound: ſo thꝛough him ſhal the conſolations 
2 | onerabound : e if we ſuffer with him here 
- | bylowe foz a tyme, we ſbhal alſo reigne with 
„bim there aboue foꝛ euer. | 


of this molt holyfayth, wherthꝛough we bes 
leue that all our ſinnes are chaſtiʒed © puni- 
| Ched in Jeſus ch2ilf,+ chat throvgy his norte 

| pzect- 


[| | . 
p The ſixt Chapt er. 

f 

3 C Certein remedies againſt diſtruſt. 

But fozaſmuch as the diuell e mans wiſe- 
1 dome labour continually to diſpoſſeſſe vs 
| 


The benehite 


p2ecrouſe bludſhed we be reconcyled fo the 
maieſtie of god:it ts veric nedfulfo2 a chats 

tiã to haue his weapons al waies in a redi⸗ 

nes, to defend himſelt from p ſapd moſt miſ⸗ 

Marl. o. theuouſe temptation, which ſæketh to be⸗ 
rene the ſowle of hir [yfe, Among the ſayd 
weapons (in my iudgment) p mightieſt and 


Foore re beſt are, Pꝛaper the often vſe of the holie 


namſt be Communion, the rememberinge ot holie 


teptaciFs Baptim, and the minding ol pꝛedeſtination. 
ot didrul n our Pꝛaper, wer map well ſay with the 
Paaycre father of the pee Lunatik perſon of whom 

mencion is made in the Goſpeil of Saynct 


Math. 9. Marke: L ozd Jeſus, help myne vnbel ccf. Oz 4 


elſe we may ſay with the Apofites , Lo2de 
increace our fapth. And it there reigne in vs 
1. Theſ. d contine wall deſpꝛe to grow in fayth hope, 


and Loue: we will continewally pꝛap, as |, 


Trapzay ſain Paule inffruceth vs. Fo2 Paper is 
. nothing elſe but a feruent mynd ſettled vpõ 

God. By the remembering of Baptim, we 
Baptil⸗ ſhail aſſure our ſelues that we are at peace 


me. with God. And foꝛſomuch as ſ. Peter ſapeth | 


i. Pet. 3. that pArk of Noe was a figure of Baptin: 
therefoꝛe, like as Noe was ſaued from the 
flud by the Arke, bytauſe her belened the 
pꝛomiſes of G D: ſo alſo are we by fayth 


laned in baptym from Gods wꝛath. Which | 


fayth 


faith is grceunded vppon the woꝛd of our 


firmeth, and conſequentip we bee made par- 
takers of his rightuoufeneſſe; and of all hys 


ſinnes that our frayelty tommitteth / lye hie⸗ 
vs. And ſo, accoꝛding as Saint Paule ſapeth, 
of, apperteineth to vs: namely, Pliſſed are Pſal. 36. 
they whoſe miſdwinges are foꝛgiuen, and 
whole ſinnes are couered. Bliſſed is the ma 
to whom the Loꝛd imputeth not ſinne. But 
herde, that vpon theſe woꝛdes he take not li⸗ 


to none ſuch as honoꝛ them ſclues with the 


ans, who though they fight manfully a⸗ 


| freyned to ſay, Lozd loꝛgiue vs our vffeces, 


of Chriſtes death. 


Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who ſaieth that he which 
beleeneth and is baptized, ſhalbe ſaucd, And Marke. 15 
god right it is: fo2 in baptiſme wee put on 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt as the Apoſtle Saing Paule af- 


| 
Gala. 3. 

| | 
gods: and vnder this pꝛeciouſe robe, the ö | 


den and couered, and are not imputed vnfo 
the bliſſedneſſe which the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh Rom. 4. 


it ſtandeth a chꝛiſtian in hande, fo fake god 
bertie to ſinne: foꝛ this dogrine belongeth 
name of Chꝛiſtians confeſſing Chꝛiſte with 
their mouth, and pit denise him in their 
derdes. But it concerneththe true Chꝛiſti⸗ 


gaynſt the fleſhe, the woꝛlde, and the diuill: 
doe not withſtanding fall darlp, and are cens 


Theis 


The benefyte 


Theis are they to whom we ſpeake to tom⸗ 
fo2t them and to hold them vp, that they fall 
not into deſpapꝛe as though the blud of chꝛiſt 
waſhed vs not from all ſin, and that he were 
not our aduocate, and the affonementmaker 
foz his members. And therfoꝛe when we be 
p2onoked ts dowt of the foꝛgiueneſſe of our 
ſinnes,t that our own conſcience beginneth 


The fay- to trubble vs: Then muſt we furniſh our 


| ver of the ſelues with trew fayth, and out ol hand haue 


{| A ed. 


retourſe to d pꝛecio wie blud of Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
ſhed foz vs vppon the alter of the Crofſe, and 

diſtributed to his Apoſtles at his laſt ſupper, 
under the veple of a moſt holie Sacrament, 
which was oꝛdeyned by Chzift to the end Þ 
we ſhould celebꝛate the remembꝛanee of his 
death, that by the ſame viſible Sacrament 


our trubbled confciences myght be allured 


ot our attonement with God. The blilled 
Jeſus chꝛiſt made his laſt wil when he ſaid, 


£ 1 Luke. 22 This is my bodie which is ginen fo2 yow, 
Mark. ic and this is my blud of the new Teſtament 


which is ſhed foꝛ manie to the foꝛgiuenes of 
their ſinnes. We knowe that a Teſtament 


mans Teſtament, yet neuertheles if it be 
allowed, no man deſpyzeth it oz addethanie 
thing to it: and that no teſtament is of fozce 


j 1 Gala. 3. (fayeth Saind Paule) although it be but a 


1 


. 
__ * * 
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of Chriſtes deatli. 
till the teſtatoꝛ be dead, but hathe full potirg 
after the parties deceaſe. Then did Jcſus 
Chziſt make his Teſtament, wherin he pꝛo 
miſethe foꝛgiueneſſe of ſinnes, and the grace 
and god fauour of himſelfe and his father, 
togither with mercie and euerlaſting lyfe, 
And to the intent that the ſayd Teſtamente 
ſhould be of full fo2ce, he hathe confirmed it 
with his owne p2eciowſe blud and with his 


ſapeth, that Jeſus Chꝛiſte is the mediatoꝛ of 
the new Teſtamtt that by his dying foz the 
redemption of thoſe tranſgreſſions which 
were in the fozmer teſtament, they that are 
called might receyue the pꝛomis of the eter⸗ 
nall inheritance. Foz wherſoeuer is a Teſ⸗ 
tament, there muſt alſo be the death of the 
Teſtatoꝛ, fo2 the Teſtament is confirmed 
by the deathe of the partie, inſomuch as it is 
of no valu ſo long as the maker of it is aliue. 
Wherfoze we be verye certein and aſſured. 
by the death of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that his Teſta⸗ 
ment is auaylable, wherby all our miſdeeds 
are pardoned, and we made hey2es of eter⸗ 
nall life. And foz a token and faythful pledge Ir eneus 
hereof, in fred of a Seale, he hathe left vs Lib. 
this diuine Sacrament, which not onely gi⸗ 
ueth our ſowles aſſured hope of their euer⸗ 

F. j. laſting 
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owne death. By reaſon wherok, ſainct Paule Hebr.s: | N 
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The benefite 


laſfing Saluation, but alſo warranfcth vnto 
vs d immoꝛtalitie of our ficſh,fozaſmuch as 
it is euen now quickned by that immozfall 
fleſh of his, and in a certein maner becometh 
parttaker of the immoztaltfte therof,and he 
that is parttaker of that diuine fleſh by faith, 
{hall not periſh fo2 euer. But vnto him that 
recepueth it withowt che ſapd faych, it furs 
neth to a daungerouſe popſon, becawſe that 
like as When bodily ſuſtenance fpndeth the 
ſtomacke incumbꝛed with cuill humoꝛs, it 
coꝛrupteth lite wyſe and wozketh greate a⸗ 
nopance:euen ſo if this ſpirituall feede lyght 
into a ſint᷑ull ſowle that is full of malice and 

miſbelef, it caſteth it heablong info ſome 
greater ruine, not thꝛough it owns default, 
but bycauſe that to the vnclcane and vnbele⸗ 


uer al things are vncleane:notwithſtanding 


that the things be ſancificd by the Lo2des 
bliſſing, Foꝛ (as ſayeth Sainct Paule (he that 


1 Cor. u. eateth of that bꝛead and dꝛinketh of that cup 


vnwozthely, is giltie of the bodie and blud 


whatts of the Lo2d, and he eateth and dꝛinketh his 


ment by 


not ma⸗ 


king a 


owne damnation, bycauſe he maketh no dik⸗ 
dif ference of the Loꝛdes bodie. Foz he maketh 


ference 05 no difference of the Loꝛds bodic, which pꝛe⸗ 
the loꝛds ſumeth to the Loꝛds ſupper without fayth 


? — foꝛaſmuch as he beleueth — 


of Chriſtes death. 


that bodie to be his lyfe and the clenzer of al Pe F | res 
his ſinnes:he maketh Jeſus Chꝛiſte a lyer, is Sas 


and freadeth the ſonne of God vnder fete, crament 

t eſtemeth the blud of the Teſtament wher⸗ —— 
by he was factified but as a comon 92 woꝛzld⸗NTunm 
ly thing, e doeth greate w2ong fo the ſpirit none o⸗ 


of grace, and he ſhalbe puniſhed verye ſoze ther thing 


at Gods hand foꝛ this his bnbclef and wic⸗ —— = 


ked hipocrifie, Foz wheras he repoſeth not Thziſt, 
y truſt of his iulkificatis in the paſſiõ of our 
loꝛd 4 ſauiour Jeſus chꝛiſt: pit neuertheleſſe 
he recepueth this moſte holie Sacrament, x 
maketh pꝛoteſtation that he putteth not his 
truſt in ante other thing. Mherby he accu⸗ 
ſeth himſelk, and is a witneſſe of his owne 
iniquitie, and condemneth himſelf to euer⸗ 
laſting death, by refuzing the lyfe which god 


pꝛomiſeth him in that holie Sacramẽt. And Uery cbs 


in this poynt , when the Chꝛiſtian feeleth — 
that his enemies are lyke to ouercome him: 
p is to wit, when he beginneth to dout whe⸗ 


ther he haue receiued foꝛgiuenes of bis ſinns 


by Jeſus Chꝛiſt:t᷑ that he ſhal not be able to 
withſtand the diuel and his tẽptatiõs:⁊ that 
the accuſation of his owne dowtfull conſci⸗ 
ence comes to pꝛeſſe him, ſo as he beginneth 


| fo feare leaſt helfy2e ſhold ſwallow him vp, 


F. ij. and 
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and death hold him in his euerlaſting bands 


by reaſon of Gods wzath : I ſape, when the 
god chꝛiſtian feeleth himſelf in ſuch agonie: 
Let him get him to this holie Sacrament w 
a god hart and ſfowt courage, and receiue it 
deuoutly, ſaping in his hart and anſwering 
his enemiesthus: 4 cõfeſſe J haue deſerued 


a thouſand hells, c euerlaſting death by rea⸗ 


ſon of the great ſinnes which J haue com⸗ 
mitted. But this heauenlp ſacrament which 
J recepue at this pꝛeſent, aſſureth me of the 
foꝛguiuenes of all my miſdoings, + of myne 
aftonement with God, Foz if J haue an eye 
to my woꝛks:ther is no dowt but J acknows 
ledge my ſelf a ſinner, and condemne myne 
owne ſelfe in ſuche wiſe, as my conſcience 
ſhould neuer be quiet, if 4 ſhould think that 


my ſinnes are pardoned me fo2 my wozkes: 


ſake. But when J loke fo the pꝛomiſes and 
couenantes of God, who pꝛomiſeth me fo2- 
giuenes of my ſinnes by the blud of Jeſus 
Ch2ult,J am as ſure that I haue obfeyned it, 
and that 3 haue his fauour,as J am ſure that 
he which hath made the pꝛomiſes and coue⸗ 
nants, cannot Iye noꝛ deceiue: and th2ongh 
this ſtedlaſt fapth J become ryghtuouſe by 


Rom. 4. Chꝛiſtes rightuouſenes, wher thꝛeugh Jam 
ſaued and my conſcience quicted. Yath he 


not 


gere- erer. 


* 
Nanie, 


of Chriſtes death. 
not giuen his moſt innocent bodie into the 
handes of ſinners foꝛ our ſinnes? Hath he 
not ſhed his blud fo waſh away my iniqui⸗ 
ties: Why the dwlt thou ver thy felf O my 
ſonlezput thy truſt in the Lo2d, who beareth 
the ſo great loue, that to deliuer thee from e- 
ternal death, it hath pleaſed him that his on- 


lp ſonne ſhould ſuffer death and paſſion, who 


hath taken vppon himſelfe our pouertie, to 
giue vs his riches : layd our weakenefle 
vppon himſelk, to ſtabliſh vs in his ſtrength: 
become mozfal,fo make vs immoꝛtall:come 
downe vnto the earth fo aduaunce vs vp lo 
heauen: and become the fonne of man with 
vs, to make vs the childꝛen of God th him 
ſelf, Who is he then that ſhal accuſe vs: Cod 


is he that iuſtiſieth vs, c who ſhall condemne Rom. 8, 
vs: Jeſus Chꝛiſt is dead fo2 vs, yea t rizen 


agein foꝛ vs, and he ſiffeth at the right hand 
of God, making interceſſion fo2 vs. Let vs 
then O my Sowle leaue of theſc teares and 


r Hk. C III PSAL ME 


M ſoule,pzaife thon the LORD, and 


all that is within me, pꝛaiſe his holie 
F lj, 2 Py 
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2 Py ſoule, pꝛaiſe thou the Lo2d,and ſoz⸗ 
get not all his benefites, 
3 Nl hich foꝛgiueth al thine iniquitie,and 
healeth all thine inſirmities. 
4 Which redemeth thy life from p graue, 
E crowneth thee with mercie c compaſſion, 
5 Winch ſatiſfieth thy mouth with god 
things: + thy youth is renued like p Egles. 
6 TheLozdercecuteth righteouſenes and 
iudgement to al that are oppꝛeſſed. 
7 He madc his waies knowen vnto Mo- 
ſes, his wozkes vnto the childꝛen of Iſrael. 
8 The Loꝛd is ful of compaſſion and mer 
cie, ſlow to angre and of great kindnes. 
9 Me will not alwaye chide, nether kepe 
his angre foꝛ euer. 
10 He hath not dealt with vs after our ſinz, 
no2 rewarded vs accoꝛdĩg to our iniquities.] 
1 Fozashighas the heauen is aboue the 
earth, ſo great is his mercie towarde them | 
that feare him. t 
12 Asfarre as the Eaſt is from the Weſt; t 
ſo far hath he remoued our ſinnes from vs. b 
13 As a father hath cõpaſſiõ on his childʒẽ̃ j t 
ſo hath p Lo2d compaſſis on the 5ᷣ fear him.] i 
14 Foz hcknoweth whereof we be made fl 
he remembꝛeth that we are but duff, n 
15 Thedayesof man are as graſſe: as a h 
 foure 7 


m, 
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0294 flonre of the field, ſo floꝛiſheth he. 
16 Foꝛ the winde goeth ouer it, à if is gone, 
nd] andthe place therofſhal know it no moꝛe. 
| 27 But ploning kindenes of p Lo2d endu- 
ie, reth foꝛ euer 4 euer vpon ths that fear him, x 
1. | his righteouſenes vpon childꝛens childꝛen. 
wd| 18. Unto thẽ that kepe his ceuenãt, + think 
es, | vpon his commandements to do them. 
nd] 19 The Loꝛde hath pꝛepared his thꝛone in 
heauen, and his kingdome ruleth ouer all. 
o- 25 Pzalſ e the Loꝛd, ye his Angels, that ers 
el. rel in ſtrength, that do his commandement 
ier in obeping the voice of his W ꝛd. 
21 Pꝛaiſe the Loꝛd, all pe his hoſtes, pe his 
pe] ſeruants that do his pleaſure. 
22 Pꝛaiſe the Lo2d, all ye his wozkes,in al 
nz, places ot his dominton:my ſoule pꝛaiſe thou 
es. the Lo2d. - 
he] So hath he had mercie on vs, in giuing vs 
2m his only ſonne. With this faith, with theis 
thankſgiuings, with theis 02 ſuch other like 
ſt: thoughts mult we receiue ſacramtẽt of the 
3, bodie a blud of our Lo2d Jeſus Ch2iffAfter 
at this maner is al fearfulnes dꝛiuen out of the 
m.] ſoule of p chꝛiſtiã:⁊ charitie is increſed, faith 
deg ſtregthened,y conſcience quieted, #4 the tung 
neuer ceaſſetb to pzayſe God and to yelde 
54] him infinite thanks foꝛ ſo great a benefyte. 
rel - F. iiij. This 
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The benefyte 


This is the vertue cfficacie,and onelp truff 


of our ſowle. This is the Rocke wher vppõ 
if the conſcience be bwilded, it feareth no⸗ 
ther tempeſt, noꝛ the gates of hell, noꝛ gods 
w:ath, noꝛ the Lawe, noꝛ ſinne, no2 death, 
noꝛ the diuels, noꝛ any other thing. And fo2- 
almuch as the ſubſtance of the Lozds Dups 
per and table conſiſteth in this diuine Sa⸗ 
crament: When p chꝛiſtian is at it, he muſt 
hold his epes faſtened continewallp vppon 
the paſſion of our graciouſe Sauiour, behol⸗ 
ding him on the one ſyde vppon the croſſe lo⸗ 
den with all our ſinnes: and GOD on the 
otherſpde puniſhing, chaſtizing, and whip⸗ 
ping his owne only begofte and derbeloued 
fonne in ſtede of vs. O happtc is that man 
that ſhetteth his eyes from all other ſyghts, 
and will nother here noꝛ ſer any other thing 
than Jeſus Chziſt crucifped, in whome are 
ia vd vp e beſtowed all the freaſures of Gods 
wildome e denine knowledge. Bleſſed (ſay 
is he that fedeth his mind with ſo heauen⸗ 
Ip a fode,+ maketh himſelfe dꝛunken in tbe 
tone of God with ſo werte and ſingular a li⸗ 
quoꝛ. But befoze J make an end of this mat 
ter, I will firſt aduertiſe the chꝛiſtian, that 
Sainct Auſtin hath o2dinarily bin wont to 
terme this holy ſacrament the bond of chart 

tie, 


vs when he ſaieth: Is not the cup of bliſſing 


of Chriſtes death. 

tie, and the miſterie of vnitie. And he ſateth, 
that whoſoeuer receiueth y miſterie of vni⸗ 
tie and regardeth not the bond of peace, re⸗ | 
ceiueth not the Sacrament to his owne bes. | 
hf, but as a witneſſe aceinſt himſelf, Ther uy = || 
foꝛe we mult vnderſtand, that the Lo2d hath cramtẽt of 
oꝛdepned this holy Sacrament; not only to thankeſgi 
make vs ſure of the foꝛgiuenes of our ſins: — | i 
but alſo to inflame vs to peace, vnitie, x b2o- *.* ⁵ 
therly charitie. Foz in this Sacrament the | 
loꝛd doth after ſuch a maner make vs parta- | | 
kers ofhis body,as he-becometh al one thing 1 
with vs, and we with him. By reaſon wher inen 
of foꝛaſmuch as he hath but ene bodie wher- geace and 
of he maketh vs: partakers: it is meete that vnxon are 
we alſo ſhould by fuch partaking become all u by the 
one body togither amõg our ſelues. And this oꝛꝛzad ana Þ 
vnion ts repzeſented by the bꝛead of the Sa- wyne. 
tramẽt:which as it is made of many grayns 
mingled and kneaded togither in ſuch wyſe 

as one of them cannot be diſcerned from az 
nother: So alſo muſt we be ioyned togither 

aiter ſuch a ſoꝛte, and ſo vnited togither into 

one agrement of mynd, as no diuiſion map 
creepe in. And this doth ſainct Paule ſhe we 


which we blifle, the communion of the blud 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt: is not y bꝛead p we bꝛeak, 
FJ. v. the 
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The benefite 


the commimion of the bodie of Jefus ch2iffe? 
whereas we be manie, pit are we but dne 
bꝛead and one bodie, foꝛſomuch as we be all 


re war parttakers of one bꝛead. By theis things we 


«| — vnderſtand, that wien we receine this moſt 


BY Ebuden holy communion, we muſt conſider that we 
LS Þ2e2en, are all of vs ingreffed into Chꝛiſte, and are 


I n 
vtkendetz all becomme members of one ſelfeſame bo- 


Cho ziſt 
| himicif, die, y is to wit of 3-fus Chꝛiſt, in ſuch wyſe 


as we cannot offend, de tame £2 deſpyſe any 
of our bꝛethꝛen, but we muſt therwithall 
offend, defame- anddeſpyſe cur ſayde heady 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt:nepther can we be at vartance 
with any of our bꝛethꝛen, but in lpke wiſe 
we mutt be at odds with him. Alfo we cans 
not loue him, except we loue him in our bꝛe⸗ 
thzen.Loke how much care we haue of our 
owne bodie, ſo much muſt we haue of our 
chꝛiſten bꝛethꝛen, who are the members of 
gur bodie. And like as no part ef cur bodie 
feeleth anye greefe, which ſpꝛeddeth not it 
(llelke into all the other parts: ſo ought we to 
6 determine with our ſelues, that our bꝛother 
feleth not any inconuenience, which ſhould 
not moue vs to compaſſten, With ſuch mas 
ner of thoughts mulk we pꝛepare our ſelues 
to this holie Sacrament, quickening vp our 


ſpꝛites wa feruct loue to our neibour ward. 
Foz 


Ce 
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I prepa- i 
Foz what greater ſpurre can we haue fo u. cares 


pꝛick vs to loue one another, tha to lee 5 Je- ,; eputng 


ſus chꝛiſt, by giuing himſelf vato vs, not on- of $ holp 
ly allureth vs fo giue our ſelues one to ano- —_— 1 
ther, but alſo by making himſell common to ent. 
vs all, maketh vs alſo to be all one ſelfſſame 
thing in him: In refpect Wherok, wee ought 


to couet and pꝛocure, that in all of vs there 


may be but one mind, one harte, & one tung, 
accoꝛded and vnited tagither in thoughtes, 
woꝛds and derds. And we muſt mark well, detbat 
t as off as we recepue this holy and woz- recepuery © 
thy Satrament, we bind our ſelues fo al the? Sacra- 
deuties of charitie:as not to offende any of — _ 4 
our bzethzen,noz to leaue anything vndon, gef to al 
that may be pꝛoñtable and helpfull in their arne . 
neceſſitie, But if there come any to this hea⸗ or cbaritit Þ 
uenly table ofthe Lo2d, that are diuided at 
variance with their bꝛethꝛt̃, the ſame muſt 
allure themſelues that they eate vnwoꝛthe⸗ 
lp, and are gilt of the bodie and bloud of the 
Loꝛde, and that they eate and dꝛinke their | 
own damnation: foz that there wanted nos © K 
thing on their behalt, but that the body of Je- 2 
ſus chꝛiſt was rent and plucked in peeces a- 
gain, whileſt they by hatred are deuided frõ 
their bꝛethꝛen, that is to wit, from the mem 
bers of Jcſus Chic, and haue not any parte 
with 
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with him: and pit neuertheles in receiuing 
this holy communion, pꝛetended to beleene 
that their whole ſaluation conſtſteth in the 
participation and vnion with Jeſus Chailf, 

By ©ve nd Then let vs go my bzethze,to the reteiuing 
koꝛ which or this heauenly bꝛead, to celebꝛate the re- 

x tze help memb2ance of our Lo2des paſſton , and fo 
FE ſtrengthen and foꝛtiſic the beleefe and aſlu⸗ 
| 9zdeined. rance of the foꝛgiuenes ot our ſinnes, with 
the remembꝛance thereof,and fo quicken vp 

our myndes and tungs to pꝛapſe and exalt 

the infinite godnes of our God, and finally 

to cheriſh bꝛotherly lone, and to witnes the 

ſame one to another by the ſtreyght vnion 

which all of vs haue in the bodie of our loꝛd 

4 che Jeſus chꝛiſt. Beſydes p2ayer, a thè remem⸗ 
kourth re⸗ bꝛing of Baptim, and the often refozting fo 
medie the moſt holy communion : ther is one other 
ae verie god remedy againtt diſtruſt and frar⸗ 
|. 1 fulnes, which is no leſſe freende fo chꝛiſtian 

4 charitie: namely the remembꝛance of our 
2edeftination and election to eternall lyfe, 

grounded vppon the woꝛd of God, which is 

T Ephe 1 the ſwoꝛd of the holie Choſte -wherwtth we 
1 F 1 K may beate backe our enemies. Retoyce yee 
ens inthis (ſapeth the L oꝛde) that your names 
uy arc wꝛitten in heauen. There is no greater 


toy in this lite, no any thing that moꝛe cont 
fozteth 
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| of Chriſtes death. 
| fozfeth the chꝛiſtian that is afflicted; temp⸗ 
ted, oꝛ falne info anie ſinne, than the remem 
borance of pꝛedeſtination, and the aſſuring 
of our ſelues that we be of p nomber whole 
names are wꝛitten in the boke or lyfe, and 
which are choſen to be faſhioned like vnto y 
images of Jeſus Chꝛiſt. O how vnſpeakable 
is the comfoꝛt of him that hath this fapth, x 
muſeth cõtinually in his hart vppon this ex⸗ 
ceding ſweete pꝛedeſtination whereby he 
knoweth that although he fail often: vit not⸗ 
withſtanding, god his father who hath foze- 
oꝛdeined him to euerlaſting life, holdeth him ; 
vp and reachcth out his hand vnto him con- f 
tinually. And he ſapeth continually in him- Pal. 36. 
ſelfe,if god haue chozen me and pꝛedeſtina⸗ | 
ted me to the gloꝛie of his childzen, who can 
hinder me; At God be with vs (ſayeth ſaint 
Paule) who can be ageinſt vs? Nay rather, Rom. 5. 
to the ende that the pꝛedeſtination may be Ye ß re- 
accompliſhed in vs, he hath ſent his derrebe⸗Soſpel 'h 
loued ſonne, who is a molt ſure earneſt pen- ſure $ ye 
ny and pledge vnto vs, that we which haue s vzeve= 
receyued the grace of the Goſpell, are gods C_ 
Childꝛen, choz en foeternall lpfe. This fect 5 v26 
holie pꝛedeſtination mayntepneth the trew cede ok 
Chziſtian in a continuall ſpirituall iove, for pfebe 
increaceth in him p indeuer of god wozks, dination. 
and 


Ihe benefite 


E inflameth him w the loue of god, x maketh 
him enemie to p woꝛld t to ſinne. Who is ſo 
fearce t hardharted, which knowing v god of 
his mercy hath made him his child fco euer⸗ 
laiting, will not by and by bre inflamed to 
loue G OD: Mho is of ſo vyle and bace 
courage, that her will not eſterme all the 
pleaſures, all the honours, and all the riches 
ofthe world as filthy myꝛe, whe he knowes 
Pp god hath made him a citizen of heaue? yea 
theis are thei p woꝛſhip god rightly in ſpirit 
t truth, recepuing all things (as wel in p20of- 
peritie as in aduerſtie) at the hand of God 
their Father, and euermoꝛe p2avſing and 
thãking him foꝛ all, as their god father, who 
is rightuouſe and holp in all his wozkes. 
Theſe being inflamed with the lone of God, 
and armed with the knowledge of their pꝛe 
deſtinatton,feare neither death,no2 fin, no2 
the Diuill, no2 hell: neyther knewe they 
what the w2ath of god 1s: foz they ſce none 
other thing in god, but lone x fatheriy kinds 
neſſe towards them. And if they fall into as 
ny troubles, they accept them as tokens cf 
gods fauonr, crying out with S. Paule, who 
is it that ſhall ſeparate vs from Gods lone? 
ſhall tribulations, ſhall anguiſh, ſhall perſe⸗ 
cution, oꝛ hunger,oz nakedneſſe, oꝛ perili,oz 
word: 
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of Chriſtes death, 


| ſwoz2d-as it is w2itfen, foꝛ thy ſake are we 


killed all the day long, and counted as ſheepe 
appointed to the laughter. But in all theſe 


things we get the vpper hand thoꝛough him 


that hath loued vs. Wlherefoze,it is not foz 


nought that ſainct lohn ſaycth, how the true 1. Iohn. 3 
chꝛiſtians know right well, that they muſt 


be ſaued and gloꝛ iſied, and that by reaſon of 
the ſame afftance,they make themſelues ho⸗ 


ly as Jeſus Ch2iff is holy, And when Saint 


Paule exhozteth his Diſciples to a god and 
holy life:he is wont to put them in remem⸗ 
bꝛance ot their election and pꝛedeſtination, 
as of a thing of very great foꝛte to ſtirre vp 
the mynds of the true Chꝛiſl ians to the lo⸗ 
uing of God, and to the perfozmance of god 
woꝛks. And foꝛ the ſame cauſe our god loꝛd 


Jeſus chꝛiſt ſpeaketh openly of this holy pꝛe 


deſtination, as one that knew of howe great 
impoꝛtance the knowledge thereof is fo the 
edifying of his elect. But perchaunce thon 
wilt ſay to me, J know wel that they whole 
names are w2itten in heauen, haue cauſe to 
liue in continuall iov, and to gloꝛiſie GOD 
but in woꝛd and deed : but J know not whi⸗ 
ther J am of that number o2 no, and theres 
foꝛe J liue in continuall feare : ſpecially bp⸗ 


| cauſe à knowe my ſclfe to bee an excedinge 


weake 


Fphe. 
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Weake and frayle finner, from the violence 
-wherof Jam not able to defend my ſelf, but 
that J am onercome of it daily. And further- 
moꝛe fo2 aſmuch as J ſe my lclfcotineually 
afflicted and troubled with dyuerſe tempta⸗ 
tions, methinks J do as it were behold with 
myne eyes, the wꝛath of God ſquoꝛzging me. 
Ta anſwere to theis dowtes ok thpne, J ſay 
my rpaht dere bꝛother, that thou muſt aſſure 
thy ſelfe, that al theis are but temptations of 
the deuill, who by all meanes ſ&keth to rob 
vs of that faith and confidence that ſpꝛingeth 
of faythe and aſſurethe vs of Gods god will 
towardes vs, He laboꝛeth to ſtrip our ſowle 
out of this pꝛeciouſe garmet:fo2 he knoweth 
that none is a trew Chꝛiſtian, except he be- 
leue Gods wozd which pꝛomiſeth foꝛgiue⸗ 
neſle of all ſinnes, x peace to all them which 
accept the grace of the Goſpel, Uerely J ſap, 
that he which vppon theis pꝛomiſes of God, 
perſwadeth not himſelfe alluredly, that god 
is à mercifull and louing kather vnto him, 
no2 with ſtedfaſt cõlidence loketh to recepur 
the inheritance of the heauenly kyngdome 
at his hand: is not faythful in dede c maketh 
himſelk vtterly vnwoꝛthie of gods grace. In 
reſpect whereok ſain Paule ſayeth that we 
be the temple of God, ſo farfozthe as we 
fir mely 


_ of Chriſtes death, 


| firmely mainteine the confidence and glojy” 


of our hope,vnto the ende. And in another 
place he exhoꝛteth vs that we ſhuld not giue 
auer our truſt, which hath great rewarde of 
recompence. And therfozemybzethzen, let 
vs cine our whole indeuer to do the will ol 
God, as it becommeth god childꝛen, and be⸗ 
ware that we ſinne not, as ntere as we can. 

And although we fall oftentimes into finne- 
thꝛough our own frayeltie:yet let vs not by 

and by ſurmiſe, that we be vellels of w2ath,: 

oꝛ that wee bee vtterly fozfaken of the holy” 


Ghote: foz wee haue our Adnocate Jeſus 


Chꝛiſt befoꝛe God the father, and he is the 
aftoneinent maker fo2 our ſinnes. Lef vs 
bethinke vs of the opinion of Saint Auſtin, 
who fayeth,that none of the Sainds is righs 


- fuouſe and without ſinne: and vit notwiths 


ſtanding that, he ceaſſeth not to be rightuous 


and holy, ſo farfoꝛth as he retaine his holy- tfuctiss 
neſſe with affection, And therefoze if wee ar no ſig: 
haueafflictions and tribulations: let vs not — re 


think that God ſends them bicauſe he is our 
enemie, but bicauſe he is our moſt louing fas 
ther. The Lo2d (ſapeth Salomon) chaſtiſeth 
him whom hee loueth, and ſcourgeth euerx 


| chjld of his whom he receyneth. Wherfozez pro bp 4 | 
if we haue receiued the grace of the Goſpel, | 


G. j. EY, whers x 


H 5 I calieth * is the earneſtpenny of our inheritance, Be⸗ 
7 291 Golf hold hawe he theweth vs heeroby , that the 
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whereby man is receiued of GOD foꝛ his 

childe, wee muſte not doubt of Gods grace 
Are and god will towards vs. And when wee 
perceyue our ſclues to delight in G ODD 
gods chu woꝛd, and to haue a deſire to followe the 


R 


life of Jelus Chꝛiſte: wee muſt fſtedfaſt- 


ly beleeue, that wee bee the childzen of | 


G OD and the temple of the holy Ghoſt, 

Foz thoſe things cannot be done by the pow⸗ 
er of mans wiſedome, but are the gifts of the 
hol v Ghoſt who dwelleth in vs by faith, and 
is as it were a ſeale of authoꝛitie which ſea⸗ 
leth vp Gods pꝛomiſes in our hartes, the cer 
teinty wherof1s pꝛinted afoꝛehand in our 
mindes, and is muen vs as a pledge to ſta- 
bliſh and confirme the ſame, As ſone as you 
beleeue(ſayth the Apoſtle Sainct Paule) ver 


$ Pa be ſealed by the holy Spirit of pꝛomiſe, who 
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hartes of the faithfull are marked with the 
holy Ghoſt as it were with a ſeale:in reſpect 
whersf he calleth the holy ghoſt the ſpirit of 
p2omis,foz ſo much as he confirmeth the pꝛo 
mis of the Golpell, the which (as J haue of- 


tentimes fold you) is a happy tydings that 


pꝛomiſeth foꝛgiueneſſe of ſinnes any my 
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of Chriftes death, 

| laſting life, fo all ſuche as beleeue that all 
their miſdwinges are blofted out in Jeſus” 
Chzilt, All we that belenein J ESD USD 
Chzift(ſayeth Sainct Paule) are becomme Gala. 
the childꝛen of GDD ; and bicauſe we bee 
his childzen, hee hathe ſent the Spirit of his 


Sonne info our hart, which cryeth, Father, 


father, And to the Romanes,thoſe (ſapeth Rom. 8: 
he) that are guided by the ſpirit of GD i, Nom: . 
are the childzen of God: foz ve haue not re⸗ 

cepued again the ſpirit of bondage in feare: 

but the Spirite of adoption, whereby wee 

trie father, father. Fo2 certeinly the ſams © 
ſpirit beareth our ſpirit reco2d, that wee bee 

the childꝛen ol GD D. Now then, if we be 
childꝛen, wee bee alſs heires. And we muſt 

marke well, that in theſe two places the As 


|. poſtle Saint Paule ſpeaketh plainly, not of 


any ſpeciall reuelation, but of a certeine res 
co2de which the holy Ghoſt doth commonly 
peelde to all ſuch as recepne the grace ofthe 
Goſpell. Then if the holy Ghoſte aſſure vs 
that we be Gods childzen and heires: why 
ſhould we doubt of our pꝛedeſtination? The 
ſame man ſayeth in the ſame Epiſtle, whom 3 
hee hath p2edeſfinated, them hathe hee alſo m. 8 · 


called: and whb he hath called, them hath he 


G.ij. alla 


Atrue 
mark 0 
pvwꝛedeſti⸗ 


1. Cor. 2. 


The benefite 


alſo made rightuouſe:t whom he hath made 
rightuouſe the alſo hath he gloꝛiſied. What 
ſhal we the ſay to al theſe things: i god be on 
our ſide, who can be againft vs? And there- 
. fo:e if 3 plainly percetue, that Cod hath cal- 
led me by giuing me fayth and the kruiets of 
faith, that is to wit, Peace of confctence,moz 


tiſication of the fleſh, and quickening of the | 
ſpirit, whether it be in whole oꝛ in parte: 


why ſhould F doubt that J am not paedeſti⸗ 
nated? And moꝛecuer we ſaye with Saint 
Paule, that all true chꝛiſtians (that is to wit, 
all ſuch as beiceue the Coſpell) recepue not 
the ſpirit of this woꝛld, but the ſpirne that 
commeth from god: by the inſpiration wher 
of they diſcerne the things that God hath gi⸗ 


nen them. Mhat maruell then i is it, if wer 
know that god hath terteinly giuen bs euer⸗ 


laſting life: But there are ſome which ſape, 
that no man ought to pꝛeſume ſo farre, as to 
boaff himſelfe to haue the ſpirit of G D D. 
They ſpeake in ſuch wyſe, as if the chꝛiſtiã 
ſhould gloꝛy of the hauing ot it foꝛ his owne 
defertes, not by the onely E mere mercie 
of God: and as though it were a pꝛeſumptu⸗ 


| otifnefſeto pꝛofeſſe him ſelfe a chaiſtian: oz 
as though a man could be a Chailtian with- 


out p hauing of Chꝛiſtes ſpirit; oz as om 


of Chriſtes death. 


de 1 we could without flat hipocriſie ſay that Jes 

ſus Chꝛiſt is our Lo2d,02 call God our Fas 
— ther, if the holy ghoſt moued not our hartes Rom. 8. 
e⸗ t tungs to vtter ſo ſ werte woꝛdes . And pit 1. Cor. ia 
Al | notwithſtanding, euen they that count vs 
of | pꝛeſumptuouſe loꝛ ſaying that God hath gi- 
02 uen vs his holy ſpirit, with faith, fozbid vs 
he | not ts ſay euery day Our Father, but rather 
£2. | commaund vs. But J would haue them to 
t- | tell me, how it is poſſible to ſeparate faith x 
it | the holy goſt aſunder, ſeeing that faith is yy 
if, | peculiar wozk of the holy ghoT- If it be pꝛe 
of | ſumption to beleeue that the holy ghoſt is in Be that 
at | vs, why doth ſain Paule bid the Cozinthi- a f 0 
er | aas try them ſelues whither they haus faith n_ d 
. 02 no, affir ming them to ber epꝛobats ik they ip 1. 
ve | know not that Zeſus Chꝛiſt is in them? But ts no true 
er- | in very deede, it is a great blindneſte to ac⸗ TINGS 
e, |cuſe the chꝛiſtians of p2 cſumptuouſnelſe fo: 
to taking vppon them to glozie of the pꝛeſence 
D. of the holy gholt, without which gloꝛ ping, 
Ha | there cannot be any Chꝛiſtianitie at all. 
me But Jeſus Chꝛiſte (who cannot lye) ſayeth, 
cle that his ſpirit is vnknowen fo the wozlde, E 
tus that they only do know him, within-whome lohn.14, 
92 [he dwelleth. Then let them begin to become 
th- god chꝛiſtians, and put away their Jewiſh 
— minds, x imbzace the grace of the holy goſ- 
G. iij. pell 


Eccle.6. 


1.Cor,4- 
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pell in god earneſt: and then ſhall they 
know that the god and true chꝛiſtians both 
haue the holy Ghoſt, and alſo acknowledge 
themſelues to haue him. But ſome one may 
ſay to mee, that the chꝛiſtian can not by any 
means know that he is in gods fauour, with⸗ 
out ſome ſpeciall reuelation: and ſo conſe- 
quently that he cannot knowe whither he be 
pꝛedeſtinated oꝛ no. And her may ſpecially 
alledge theſe wooꝛdes of Salomon, A man 
knoweth not whither he be woꝛthp of hatred 
oꝛ of lone ; and alſo theſe woꝛdes of the Apo 
file Sainct Paule to the Co2inthians: I feele 
not my ſclfe giltp of any thing, and pit feele 
A not my ſelfe iuſtifped fo: all that. It ſee- 


Bk; meth to be ſuffictently declared by the textes 
knowe 5 of holy Scripture, that the ſaide opinion is 


— falſe: and now remaineth onely to be ſhews| 
nz ed bꝛiefelp, that theſe two textes whereup⸗ 
pon the ſame opinion is chiefly grounded, 
ought not to be taken in that ſence. As tou⸗ 
chinge Salomons ſentence, although it de 
ſcarſe well and faythefully tranſlated in the 
common tranflafion 2 pit is there not any 
man fo dul, who in reading Salomons whole 
diſcourſe,may not playnely perceyne , that 
By the by ſaying ſo he ment that if any man will 
chaunccs take vppon him to iudge by the — 


of Quiſte death. 


er that happen in this lyfe, who is loued 02 ha⸗ on * i | 

ith ted ol GD: he labozeth in vayne, confide- zunge whs | 

me | Ting that theſelfeſame chaunces which lighk dera 

ay vppon the rightuouſe , light alfo vppon + 1 
vnrightuoule: vppon him that Sacri'zeth, user dif | 

the as wel as vpon him that ſacrifizeth not: 4 a picaſure, x 

le ⸗ | ſone vpõ the godmi as vpõ y ſinner, Wher | [i 

-be el it maybe gathered, y god doth not alw 

ily ſhew his lone towards thoſe whõ he indi 

an] Woutward pꝛoſperities: & contraricwyſe, 

red that he ſheweth net his diſpleaſure towards 

ape] tbole whom hee punilbetb. Then my rigt 

ele deere bꝛethꝛen in Chziſt Jeſus our Lozde, /- 

tele doe youthinke it reaſon to conclude, that a | 

ſees | Wan cannot be ſure of Gods fanour,bycanſe 

tes] the ſame ſureneſfe cannot bee perceyued by 

nis] he ſundꝛie chaunces that happen euery day 

ewe, in theis tranſito:y t tempoꝛal things: litie 

| afoꝛe, Saloms ſaith y a man can not diſcerne 

ded, | Any difference betwene p ſoule of a ma, ⁊ the 

ou lite ot a beaſł: foz it is ſeene that both max 

de] beaſt die after one maner. Shal we then con 

the] clude by this outward accident, z the perſua 3 

any] 6 which we haue concetned of the immoz⸗ = 

hole] falify of the ſoule is groũded but only vppon Wi 

that] contecture 2 Noſurely,and it were a great 1 

will follye to ſtande vppon a thing ſo notablye | 

| knowen . And as fo: Sainte Paules 4 


tht 4 | 


The benefyte 


woꝛds, J ſap, that foꝛ aſmuch as he was ſpta 
king of the adminiſtration of the goſpell, her 
ment that his hart miſgiues him not of any 
miſdealing therin, and vit foz all that, that 
he is not ſure he hath done his whole duetie 
to the full, and therein obtepned the p2ayſe 
of rightuouſenes to Godward, as if hee had 
done all that pertained and was conuenient 
to be done by a faithfull Steward: and ther⸗ 
foꝛe in ſpeaking ot his office, like a iuſt and 
diſcrete perſone he durſt not iuſtiſie himſelf, 
noꝛ auow that he had diſcharged his deutie 
to the vttermoſt, and ſafiſfyed his lozds wil, 
but referred all things to the only iudgemẽt 
of his Loꝛd. And verelp, who ſocuer readeth - 
theſe woꝛds ofthe Apoſtle Sainct Paule, and 
conſidereth the woꝛdes going afoze them w 
ſome iudgement, and like wile the wo2des 
that folowe : will not doubt, but this is the 
true ſence of them, J know well, that ſome 
men in expounding theſe woꝛds of the Apo⸗ 
filc ſainct Paule, ſap, that although he knewe 
phimſell to be without ſin, pit he knewe not 
whether he were rightuouſe to Godward oz 
no, accoꝛdinge as Dauid affirmeth, that no 
man can perfectly knowe his owne ſinnes. 
Rom. 3. But theſe me perceiue not that Saint Paule 
nn not Aae vppon wazks 


ie 
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of Chriſtes death. 


but vpon faith, and that he vtterly refuſeth 
his own rightuouſencſfe to imb: ate only the 
rightuouſnes which God hath giuen vs tho⸗ 


rough our Lozd 3cſus Chꝛiſt.Alſo they con- - Phil * 


fider not, that he was moſt certcin to beeac- 
cepted fo2 rightuous, in maynfeining the 


ſoundneſſe and pureneſle of the chꝛiſtẽ faith, [| 
.Tim. 4 || „ 


and that he knewe well howe the crowne of 


that righteeuſnes was layd vp foꝛ him in? 


heauen:and alſ o, that hee was fully aſſured, 
that no creature in heauen, earth, noz hell 
was able to ſeparate him from the loue of 
God, and that he longed to dye bicauſe hee 


knew foꝛ a frutb,y after his death, he ſhould Phil. . 


be with Jeſus Chꝛiſte. All which thinges 
Gould be falſe, if he had not bin well aſſured 
that he was rightuouſe, (A meane) by faith x 


not by works. Therfoꝛe, my deerbeloued bꝛe 


thꝛen, let vs ceaſe to ſpeake that thing of the 
Apoſtle Sainct Yaule, which he neuer once 
thought of himſelk, but feerſly fought agapnſt 
it confinually, in anſwering ſuch as meaſu- 
red rightuouſenes by wozks, t not by faith 
in our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt. But beſides theſe 
two auctoꝛities of Salomon and ſaind Paul, 
a man might alledge ſome other places ot ho 


ly ſcripture, which wheras they warne and 


nc9zage men to ieare God,feeme to be con⸗ 
F G. v. trarie 


* 

1 
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4 
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krarie to the aſſurance of this our pꝛedeſtina 
tion. And if J would declare them all parti⸗ 
| ode -_ cularlp: J ould bz oner long. But J ſay ge 
feare, nerallp, that y feare of puniſhment was p20 
chidys per to the old Teſtamtt, and childly lone fo 
Non the new Teſtament: accoꝛding as ©. Paule 
om. 8. witnelleth when he ſayeth to the Romancs, 
ve haue not recepued the ſpirit of bondage to 
feare:but ve haue receiued 9 ſpirit of adoptis 

[+ wherby we erpe father, father. And likewiſe 
Tim. . vnto Timothie he ſayeth,y god hach not giut 
p.᷑sßp ſpirit of fearfulnes, but rather ot power 
and loue: which ſpirit Jeſus Chꝛiſt hath gi⸗ 

uen vs accoꝛding to the pꝛomis made by the 

mouth of the holy Pzophets, and bꝛought to 

paſſe that we being deliuered out of our ene 

mpes handes, may ſerue him without feare 

befoꝛe his holy pꝛeſence, in all holineſſe and 
rightuouſeneſſe all the dayes of our life. By 

theis e many other places of the holy Strip⸗ 

ture, a man may plainly gather, that p peyn- 

full and ſlauiſh fearſulneſſe agreeth not with 

a Chꝛiſtian:and this is alredie confirmed by 

this, that ſuch maner of fearfulneſſe is vtter⸗ 

ly confrarte to the ſpirituall cherefulnes and 

top which is peculiar to the chꝛiſtian, as the 

Rom. 14 Apoſtle Sainct Paule ſheweth openly to the 
Romanes, ſaping that the kingdome of God 
4 | | is 


d 


Jelus Ch2iff,do continually reiopce with an 


niutt vnder tand, that it ſpeaketh to ſuch ag arne. 
+ kepe not thethankfulneſſe and honeſfie that ante 
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is rightnouſenctſe xpeacc + ioy in the holy. | 
ghoſt: that is to ſay, Þ eucry man which en⸗ 
tereth info the kingdome ofthe grace of the 
golpel, is become rightuouſe thꝛough fayth; 

and after ward addeth peace of conſcience, 

Which conſequently b2cedethſuch a ſpiritual Ephe. 6. 
and holy reſt x gladnefſe , in reſpect wherof p it 4: 
the ſame Sainct Paule doth oftentimes into } 
rage the chꝛiſtians to liue merily. And ſaine:, beter. ! 1 
Peter ſayeth, that all they which beleeue in 


vnfpcakable and gloꝛiouſe io, notwithſtan⸗ 10 1 2 6 

ding that they be afflicted with diuerſetem 
tations. And therfoꝛe whe the holy ſcripture The fas”: 
thꝛeateneth and krayeth the chꝛiſtians: they nich 
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are ſo licenciouſe, that foz\omuche as thep wicked, 


belong to Der childzen, they mutt bee fare ones — | 
handled as ſer zand hild in awe vntil} ragerd ? 


they come fo taffc and fle how ſweete and hosen. 
pleaſant the Loꝛd is, and vntill ſuch time as 
fayth wozke his effectes in them, that they 
haue ſo much childly lone,as may ſufftze to 
keepe maintaine the i in honeſtie of chꝛiſtẽ 
tonuerſation, and in folowing the example 
of our loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. And whe p ſeifſame 
ſcripture exhoʒteth p chꝛiſtiũs top true fear: 
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it meancth not that they ſhould feare the iud 
gement and wꝛath of god, as though it were 
pꝛeſentlp ready to condemne them: fo2 (as 
A haue ſaid already) by the recoꝛd which the 
holy ghoſt giueth to thicr ſpirit, they knowe 
that God hath choſen them and called them, 
of his owne mere merep, and not foz their 
deſertes. By reaſon whereot they doubt not 
at al, but that by the ſelfſame godnes & mer⸗ 
cie, he will mainteine the in the happy ſtate 
- wherinhe hath placed them, And after ſuche 


—— maner the ſcripture exhoꝛteth them, not to 
chuioiy flanilh feare but ta childly feare: that is to 
ar. & ph wit, that like god childꝛen they ſhould ber 


loth to offend againſt the chziſten Religion, 
oꝛ to commit any thing again the deutie x 
boneſtie of Gods true childzen,and likewiſe. 

 fogreue the holy ghoſt that dwelleth in thes : 
to the ende that knowing the cozruptedneile 
of our nature, we ſhouldaſſvays be herdfull 
and diligent, and neuer haue any truſt in 
dur fclues;fo2 in our fleſh and in our mynds 
do the appetites and affen ions continually 
dwell:which, as deadly enemies of ö ſoule, 
lay a thouſand ſnares and baytes fo2 vs in- 
ceſantly,labeuring to make vs pꝛoud, ambi 
tiouſe, lecherous, and couetouſe. This is 


2 feare whereunto the whole 3 ex⸗ 
8 


\ ode i Ye... A.  & i 


{| feare, which is the ſingular friend of chꝛillẽ 


— — — 
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hozfeth the Chꝛiſtians that haue once taſted 
howe ſweet the L oꝛd is, and which beftowe 
all their indeuer in followinge Chaifkes 
foteſteps, who taſt not frõ the this holy fear, 
bycauſe they labour to put oft the old man. 
And the god chꝛiſtians muſt neuer berckus 
themſclues quyte and cleane of this childlie 


charitie, like as the ſlauiſh feare is ſuche an 
enemie vnto it, as they can by no meanes 


dwell togither. And by the fo2cſayd things, Type 2. 4 


a man may plaimely perteiue, that the god gran may 
Chꝛiſtian ought neuer to doubt of the foꝛgi⸗ 


neneſſe of his ſinnes, noꝛ of Gods fauour, fongiue⸗ 


Neuertheleſſe, fo2 the better ſatiſfying of nes of Un 


the Reader, J purpoſe fo ſet downe herevn⸗ ſiuncs. 
der, certaine authoꝛities of p holy Doctozs, 


which confirme this fozeſayd truth. Dain 


Hilary in his fifth Canon vppon Patthewe 
ſayth, it is Gods will, that wee ſhould hope 

without anp douting of his vnknowen will. 

Fo2 if the beleefe be doubtfull, there can ber 

no rightuouſeneſſc obtepned by belemnge, 

And thus wee ſe, that accozding fo Saint - 
Hilarie, a man obteyneth not e of S n 
his ſinnes at Gods hand, except he 

vndoubtedly to obteyne it. And quod right vt if 


him (cif 4 5 


25 7 it wauld he fo, Foz he that W . 1 = | 
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is like a wane of the Dea, which is foffed 4 
turmopled with the wynd. And therfo2e let 
not ſucha one think to obteyne any thing at 
gods hande. But let vs here ſaint Auſtin, 
who in his Panuel counſelefh vs to daiue a⸗ 


way the ſayd foliſh imagination, which in- 


tendeth to diſpoſſeſſe vs of the fozeſayd god 
and ſage aſſurednes, Let ſuch foliſh imagi⸗ 


nation (ſapeth he) murmur as much as it 


liſteth, ſaping: who art thou: how great is 
that gloꝛie: by what deſertes hopeſt thou fo 
obteyne it? Janſwer aſſuredly: J know in 
whome J haue beleeued,and J know that he 
(of his great lone) hath made me his ſonne: 
J know he is trew of his pꝛomis, and able 
to perfoꝛme his wo2d: foz he can do what he 
will. And when JF thinke vppon the Lo2ds 
death, che multitude of my ſinnes cannot diſ⸗ 
may mee: fo2 in his death doe J put all my 
truſt. His death is my whole deſert, it is my 
refuge, it is my ſaluation, my life and reſur⸗ 
rection,+ the mercie of þ Loꝛd is my deſert. 
A am not poꝛe of deſert, ſo long as the loꝛd 
of mercie fapleth me not. And ſith the mer⸗ 
cies of the Loꝛd are manie: manie alſo are 


my deſeruings. The moꝛe Þ he is of power 


fo ſaue, the moꝛe am I ſure to be ſaued. The 
aaf Ee fn ſainct Auſtin talking with GDD in 


anotyer 
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another place,ſayeth that he had deſpay2zed __ 
! byreaſonof his greafe ſinnes and infinite a. | 
| negligences,if the woꝛd of god had not bes 
| cominne fleth, And anon aftcr he ſapth theis 
| wo2ds: All my hope, all the aſſurance of my 
| truſt is ſettled in his pzcciouſe blud, which 
was ſhed fo2 vs and foꝛ our ſaluatid. an him 
my poꝛe hart taketh bꝛeth: and putting my 


1 whole truſt in him, J longe fo come vnto 


the O father, not hauing myne owne rygh⸗ 

tuouſenes, but p ryghtuouſenes of thy ſonne 

Jeſus Chꝛiſt. In theis two places ſaint Au- 

tin ſheweth playnly, that the chꝛiſtiã mult 

not be atrapd, but aſſure himſelt᷑e of ryghtu⸗ 
ouſenes, by grownding himſeife, not vppon 
his own woꝛks, but vppõ the pꝛeciouſe blud 
of Jeſus Chzilt, which clenzeth vs from all 
dur ſinnes, and maketh our peace with god. 

Sainct Barnard in his firſt ſermd vppon the 8 Ber- 
Annunciation ſapeth moſt euidently, that it 
is not ynough to beleue that a man can haue 
foꝛgiuenes of his ſinnes, but by gods mercie: che one 
noz any one god deſpꝛe oꝛ abilitie to doe fo mul bele 
much as one god wozke, except God giue it e ice 
him:no noz that a inan cannot deſerue eter⸗ vis — 
nall lpfe by his wozkes, but if GDD giue are relea⸗ 
him the gift ſo fo beleeue: But beſydes ſeb — 

| all theis thinges (ſapeth Haina Bernard) fg,” 


nard. 
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which ought rather to be counted a cerfayne | 

; entrance and foundation ot our faith), it is 
netdkull that thou belœue alſo, that thy ſins 
— one are foꝛgiuen the foꝛ the loue of Jeſus chꝛiſt. 
deus par- Der how this holy man confcfſeth that it is 
ticmaxiy not vnough to beleeue generally the koꝛgiue⸗ 
— vis neſle of ſinnes: but he muſt alſo belteue pars 
age reles: ficularly that his owne ſinnes are fo2giuen 
ſd# foz= him by Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and the reaſon is rea- 
=_ vim dy at hand,namely, that fozaſmuch as God 
cel. hath pꝛomiled thee to accept thee fo2 rightu⸗ 
bdulſe thꝛough the merites of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, if 

thou belceene not that thou art become righ⸗ 

tuouſe thꝛough him, thou makeſt G O D a 

tycr,and conſequently thou makeſt thy ſelfe 
vnwoꝛthie of his grace and liberalitie. But 

thou wilt ſay to me, J belcœue well the fo2- 


is true:but Jam afrayd that Jam not woz2- 
thie to haue ſo great a gift, J aunſwer, that 
the foꝛgiueneſſe of thy ſinnes ſhall not bee a 
gift oꝛ free grace, but a wages, if God ſhould 
cue it the foꝛ the woꝛthines of thy works. 
But J replie vppon the, that God accepteth 
thee foz rightuouſe, and lapeth not thy ſin to 
thy charge,bicauſe of Chꝛiſts merits, which 
are giuen vnfo thee and become thyne by b 
fayth, Therefoze,fellowing the e of |] 
ain a 


giueneſſe of ſinnes, and J know that GOD. 


— 
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Saing Bernard, beleue thou, not only the foz 
giueneſſe of ſinnes in generall;but alſo apply 
the ſame belco&fe fo thine own particular per 
ſon, by beleuing without any dout, 5 all thy 
miſdoinges are pardoned thee thꝛough Jeſ us 
Chziff, And in ſo doing thou ſhalt giue p glo⸗ 
rie vnto God, by confeſſing him to be merci⸗ 
full and trew ⁊ ſhalt become rightuouſe and 
holp befoze God, fo2{omuch as by the ſame 
confeſſiõ p holines # righteouſneſſe of Jeſus 


Chꝛiſt, ſhal be communicated vntothe.,1But + | 


to returne to our purpoſe of p2edeffinatis :F 
ſay,that by the thinges aboue mencioned, a 
man may euidently percepue, that the aſſu⸗ 
raunce of pꝛedeſtination doth not hurt, but 
rather greately pꝛolit the trew Chꝛiſtians. 
And J thinke not that it can hurte the falſe 


Chꝛiſtians and repꝛobates. Foz albeit that 


ſuch maner of folk would beare them ſelues 
in hand and pꝛetend fo the woꝛld ward to be 
of the nomber of p pꝛedeſtinate: pit can they 
neuer perſwade their owne conſciences, 
which wil euer bee gnawing and crying out 
to the confrarie, But pit it ſtemeth greatlp, 
that the doctrine of pꝛedeſtination may hurt 
them. Foz they be wont to ſay:If J be ofthe 


| nomber of p repꝛobates, what ſhall it Auaile 
mee to do god W92us7 And if A be of 5 2 nom⸗ 
| „ 


The benefyte 


ber of the pꝛedeſtinate, J ſhalbe ſaned with- b 
out any laboꝛing of myne fo do god works. a 
J anſwer thee at fewe woꝛdes, that by ſache fi 
dinelifh argumets they increace gods w2ath k. 
ageinſt themſelues, who hath diſclozed the 
knowledge of pzedeffination to the Chꝛitti⸗ 1. 
ans, to make them whot, and not cold in the | nc 
tone of God: and to ſet them foꝛeward and | Py 
not backward vnfo god wozkes, And ther |, 
foꝛe the frew Chꝛiſtian, on the one fide hol⸗ : 
beth himſelf aſſtiredly pꝛedell inated vnto e- th 
nertaſtinglyfe and to be ſaued, not at all by th 
his owne merites, but by Gods clectis, who 
hath pꝛedeſtinated vs, not fo2 our own woꝛ⸗ G 
kes lakes but fo ſhewe the greatnefle of hys | | 
mercie: And on p other ſive indeuereth him⸗ th 
felfe to do god Woꝛkes after the example of the 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, as much as ik his ſaluation des *!, 
pended vppon his olon pslitie and papnsſta⸗ 
king. As foꝛ hym that ceaſſeth to do god by⸗ 
cauſe of the Doctrine of pꝛedeſtination, ſay⸗ 
ing, if J be pꝛedeſtinated, J ſhalbee ſaued 
withont ſtreyning of my felf to da gad woꝛ⸗ [+ 
kes: he ſheweth euidently, khat his traue⸗ n 
ling is not foꝛ the loue of God, but foꝛ Þ loue 
ofhimfelf, By reaton whereof, the wozkes [, 
thathe doth may perhaps be god and holy fol. 
the ſight of men but they be wicked and ab-f 
- ho- 
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| bominable befo2e the Loꝛde God, who hath 
an epe tothe intent. And hereuppon it may 
be gathered, that the doctrine of pꝛedeſtina⸗ 
tion wozketh rather good than harme to the 
I kalſe chꝛiſtians. Foꝛ it diſcouereth their hi⸗ 
o pacrifie which can not cure it ſelfe ſo long as 
ſ it lpeth hidden vader the mantel of out ward 
| | wo2ks, But J would haue them that fave, 
: | will not ffreyne my felt to do well, fo2 if 4 
be pꝛedeſtinated, I ſhalbe ſaued without tys 
ring of my ſelfſo much: J ſay J would haue 

them tell mer, how it happeneth, that when 
they be diſcaſed, they ſay not alſo,J wil haue 
neyther Phiſicion noꝛ phiſick:fo2 loke what 
God had determined vppon mer, tannot but 
, |coms fo paſſe; why eate they? why d2incke 
+ ther? why till they the ground? why plant 
* [they Uines? and why be they ſo diligent in 
* [doing all thinges conuenient ſoz to ſu⸗ 
” {ſtepne the body? why ſave they nat alfo, 
that all theis turmoylynges, pollices, and 


» | 
| 


d as it is not poſſible , but that what ſoeuer 
God hath fozeſcence and determined concers 
ie hing our lyfe and death, muſte nerdes come 
6 [2 paſle? And therefoze if Gods pꝛauidence 
to Make them not negligent and idle in things | 
b⸗ perteining to the body, Why ſhould it make 

wy H. ij. them 


rauels of ours are ſuperfluouſe, foꝛaſmuch 
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them mo2e flothfull and negligent in that 
which concerneth the Chꝛiſten perfection, 
which without all compariſon is karre no⸗ 
bler than the bodie? But foꝛ aſmuch as wee 
ſee that neither Jcfus Chꝛiſte noꝛ Sainct 
Paule, foꝛ any doubt of offending the rep20- | 
bates, haue fo2bozne to pꝛeache the trueth, 
which is necellarie to the edifping of the 
choſen, foꝛ the lone of whom the euerlaſting 
Sonne of GDD became man, and was put 
to death vppon the croſle: wee alfo in like 
wiſe ought not to foꝛbeare the pꝛeaching of 
pꝛedeſtination to the true Chꝛiſtians, fozaſ- 
much as wee haue ſeene, that it impoꝛteth 
great edification. Now are we come to the 
end of our purpoſe, wherein cur chief intent 

hath bin (accoꝛding to our ſmall power) to 
macgnifie the wonderfull benefife which the 
Chꝛiſten man hath recepued by JESUS 
Chꝛiſt crucificd, and to ſhewe that faith, ot 

hir ſeif alone iuſtiſieth, that is to witt, that 
Sod recepueth and holdeth them foꝛ rightu 
ouſe, which beleeue ſtedfaſtly that Chepſte 
hath made full amends foꝛ their ſinnes: how 
beit that as light cannot be ſeparated fro 

Fy2e which ol it ſelfe burneth and deuou 

reth all things: euen ſo god works can not 

bee ſeparated from darth, which alone 7 

elf 
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ſelfe inffifieth, And this holy doctrine ( which 
exalteth Jeſus Chꝛiſt and rep2cfſeth and a⸗ 
bateth the pꝛyde of man) hath and alwapes 
ſhalbe reiected and fought againſt by ſuch 
Chziitians as haue Jewiſh mindes. But 
happy is hee, who folowing the example ol 
Sainct Paule, ſpoileth himſelfe of his owne 
rightuouleneſſe, and would haue none other 
rightuouſeneſſe, than that which is of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, wher with if he be clothed and appa⸗ 
relled, he may molt aſſuredly appeere befoze 
God, and ſhall receiue his blilling and the 
heritage of heauen & earch: with his 
only Sonne Jeſus Chꝛiſt our loꝛd, 
fo whom be all honoz, pꝛaiſe & 
glozy from this time fozth 
fo2 euermoze, 
Amen, 


Chriſt is the ende of Law. 
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